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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
M O R N I N G  P R A Y E R :  EN R I C H I N G  OU R  WO R S H I P  R I T E  

S U N D A Y ,  A U G U S T  2 3 ,  2 0 2 0  
P R O P E R  1 6  

T W E L F T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  
 

 
“Christ's Charge to Peter” by Raphael, 1515-1516 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24  
 
Confession of Sin  
The Officiant says to the people  
Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together  
 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  

the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  



 2 

through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone stands and says  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  
People   And your glory all the day long.  
 
Officiant and People  
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Psalm 124 
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
let Israel now say; 
 
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
when enemies rose up against us; 
 
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
in their fierce anger toward us; 
 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
and the torrent gone over us; 
 
5 Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us. 
 
6 Blessed be the Lord! * 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
 
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
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At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus (1:8-2:10) 
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, 
the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal 
shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and 
fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 
oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 
But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the 
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on 
the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every 
kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 
 
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the 
other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the 
birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared 
God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So 
the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and 
allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are 
not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes 
to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very 
strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh 
commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the 
Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 
 
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman 
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three 
months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered 
it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank 
of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked 
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she 
opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of 
the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and 
get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter 
said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to 
her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman 
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took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew 
him out of the water.” 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 16 - The Song of Zechariah  
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, * 

you have come to your people and set them free.  
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, *  

born of the house of your servant David.  
Through your holy prophets you promised of old to save us from our enemies, *  

from the hands of all who hate us,  
To show mercy to our forebears, *  

and to remember your holy covenant. 
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham, *  

to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship you without fear, *  

holy and righteous before you,  
all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,  

To give God’s people knowledge of salvation *  
by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
The Gospel according to Matthew (16:13-20) 
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
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Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed  
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  Hear our cry, O God. 
People   And listen to our prayer. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages  
V.  Help us, O God our Savior; 
R.  Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V.  Look upon your congregation; 
R.  Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V.  Declare your glory among the nations; 
R.  And your wonders among all peoples. 
V.  Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R.  Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V.  Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R.  And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V.  Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R.  So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia 
and The Most Reverend Melter Tais, Archbishop of South East Asia & Bishop of Sabah. 

 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Patrick's, Bigfork and the Rev. Louise Baker, 
Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Buck, Dorothy, Miles, Ron and Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, 
and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
General Thanksgiving (from BCP, Rite II) 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
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in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
  
Concluding Sentence  
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  
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