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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
M O R N I N G  P R A Y E R :  EN R I C H I N G  OU R  WO R S H I P  R I T E  

S U N D A Y ,  A U G U S T  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0  
P R O P E R  1 7  

T H I R T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  
 

 
“Get Thee Behind Me, Satan!” by James Tissot, ~1886 -1894 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24  
 
Confession of Sin  
The Officiant says to the people  
Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together  
 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
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We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  
People   And your glory all the day long.  
 
Officiant and People  
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 
 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 
23 Israel came into Egypt, * 
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 
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24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 
he made them stronger than their enemies; 
 
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * 
and dealt unjustly with his servants. 
 
26 He sent Moses his servant, * 
and Aaron whom he had chosen. 
 
45 Hallelujah! 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus (3:1-15) 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great 
sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside 
to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then 
he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 
to look at God. 
 
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come 
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites 
has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send 
you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
 
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out 
of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent 
you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
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them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: 

This is my name forever,  
and this my title for all generations. 

 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 16 - The Song of Zechariah  
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, * 

you have come to your people and set them free.  
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, *  

born of the house of your servant David.  
Through your holy prophets you promised of old to save us from our enemies, *  

from the hands of all who hate us,  
To show mercy to our forebears, *  

and to remember your holy covenant. 
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham, *  

to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship you without fear, *  

holy and righteous before you,  
all the days of our life. 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,  

To give God’s people knowledge of salvation *  
by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
The Gospel according to Matthew (16:21-28) 
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! 
This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
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Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?  
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed  
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  Hear our cry, O God. 
People   And listen to our prayer. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
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hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages  
V.  Help us, O God our Savior; 
R.  Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V.  Look upon your congregation; 
R.  Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V.  Declare your glory among the nations; 
R.  And your wonders among all peoples. 
V.  Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R.  Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V.  Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R.  And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V.  Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R.  So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the United Church of South India and The 
Most Reverend Dharmaraj Rasalam, Moderator of CSI & Bishop of South Kerala. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Luke's, Billings and the Rev. Melinda St. Clair, 
Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dorothy, Mariah, Miles, Reed, Ron and Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the 
love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth 
in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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General Thanksgiving (from BCP, Rite II) 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
  
Concluding Sentence  
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  
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