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S I X T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  
 

 
“The Late-arriving Workers” by Jesus MAFA, 1973 

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night," darkness 
is not dark to thee, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to thee are 
both alike. Psalm 139: 10, 11  
 
Confession of Sin  
The Officiant says to the people  
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and 
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his 
infinite goodness and mercy.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together  
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
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But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 
 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 
37 He led out his people with silver and gold; * 
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
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38 Egypt was glad of their going, * 
because they were afraid of them. 
 
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering * 
and a fire to give light in the night season. 
 
40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
 
41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 
so the river ran in the dry places. 
 
42. For God remembered his holy word * 
and Abraham his servant. 
 
43 So he led forth his people with gladness, * 
his chosen with shouts of joy. 
 
44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 
and they took the fruit of others' toil, 
 
45 That they might keep his statutes * 
and observe his laws. 
Hallelujah! 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus (16:2-15) 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the 
Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard 
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your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And 
Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in 
the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—
what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” 
 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’“ And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 
the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your 
God.’” 
 
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of 
dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness 
was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said 
to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is 
the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 4 – The Song of Zechariah 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he hath visited and redeemed his people;  
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us  

in the house of his servant David,  
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 

which have been since the world began:  
That we should be saved from our enemies,  

and from the hand of all that hate us;  
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers,  

and to remember his holy covenant;  
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, 

that he would give us,  
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies 

might serve him without fear,  
In holiness and righteousness before him, 

all the days of our life.  
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, 

for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
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To give knowledge of salvation unto his people 
for the remission of their sins, 

Through the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us;  

To give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
  
The Gospel according to Matthew (20:1-16) 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 
give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.”  
 
Reader The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon 
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The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Suffrages A 
V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R. And grant us thy salvation. 
V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V .  Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Province of the Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan and The Most Reverend Justin Badi Arama, Bishop of Juba and Archbishop of the 
Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 

 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Theresa Kelley, Rector and the (Most Awesome) Rev. 
Theresa Kelley, Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dorothy, Mariah, Miles, Reed, Ron and Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, 
while we are placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Collect for Peace  
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Elections 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide the people 
of the United States in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful 
administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled 
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to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer 1979 
pg. 822) 
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's 
sake. Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Concluding sentence 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14  
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