
 1 

S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
M O R N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 2 0  
P R O P E R  2 8  

T W E N T Y - F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  
 

 
“Parable of the Talents” by Willem de Poorter, ~ 1620 and 1648 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2  
 
Confession of Sin  
The Officiant says to the people  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.   
 
The Officiant alone says  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  Lord, open our lips.  
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise 
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Psalm 123  
1 To you I lift up my eyes, * 
to you enthroned in the heavens. 
 
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 
 
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * 
until he show us his mercy. 
 
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * 
for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
 
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
and of the derision of the proud. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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A Reading from the Book of Judges (4:1-7) 
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So 
the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites 
cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed 
the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
 
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit 
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and 
the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam 
from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, 
‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and 
the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the 
Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 
 
Reader Here ends the Reading  
 
Canticle 13 – A Song of Praise Benedictus  
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;  

you are worthy of praise; glory to you.  
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.  
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;  

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.  
Glory to you, beholding the depths;  

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.  
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.  
  

The Gospel according to Matthew (25:14-30) 
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went 
off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
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charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what 
was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless 
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’”  
 
Reader Here ends the Reading  
 
The Apostles' Creed  
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages  
V.  Show us your mercy, 0 Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 
V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety.  
V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.  Your saving health among all nations.  
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of Ceylon and The Right 
Reverend Dhiloraj Ranjit Canagasabey, Bishop of Colombo and The Right Reverend 
Keerthisiri Fernando, Bishop of Kurunegala. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Church of the Incarnation, Great Falls and the Rev. 
Tim Ljunggren, Rector. 
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In our St. Stephen’s community, we ask for your prayers for Chris and Linda, Dorothy, 
Echo, Jan, Kim, Lisa, Lynn, Miles, Reed, Susan, and Tim. 
 
Collect for Guidance  
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your 
Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus  
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Collect of the Day 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
General Thanksgiving  
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
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Then may be said 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Concluding Sentence  
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21  
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