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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0  
T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  

 

 
“Saint John the Baptist Bearing Witness” by Annibale Carracci, ~1600 

 
If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night," 
darkness is not dark to thee, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to 
thee are both alike. Psalm 139:10, 11 
 
Confession of Sin  
The Officiant says to the people  
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and 
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by 
his infinite goodness and mercy.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together  
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Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Psalm 126  
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 
 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 
3 Then they said among the nations, * 
"The Lord has done great things for them." 
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4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 
 
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 
 
6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 
 
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (61:1-4, 8-11) 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me;  
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted,  
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners;  
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations.  

For I the Lord love justice, 
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I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples;  
all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God;  
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle – The Song of Mary 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  
For he hath regarded  

the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold from henceforth  

all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  

and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him 

throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm;  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
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and the rich he hath sent empty away.  
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  

as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from The Gospel according to John (1:6-8, 19-28) 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light.  
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have 
an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the 
prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the 
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon 
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The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Saint Stephen and 
all thy saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Falkland Islands and The Right Reverend 
Timothy Thornton, Bishop to the Forces and Bishop to the Falkland Islands. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Togendowagan Society, St. Peter's, Helena and the 
Rev. Ray Brown, Leader. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we ask for your prayers for Chris and Linda, Dorothy, 
Echo, Jan, Kim, Lisa, Lynn, Miles, Nick and Melissa, Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 
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Collect for Aid against Perils  
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Collect for the Presence of Christ  
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's 
sake. Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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