SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
MORNING PRAYER: RITE II
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020
FEAST OF SAINT STEPHEN (TRANSFERRED)

"The Stoning of Saint Stephen" by Rembrandt, 1625

Behold, the dwelling of God is with mankind. He will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people, and God himself will be with them, and be their God. Revelation 21:3
The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
Lord, open our lips.
People
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia. To us a child is born: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
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Psalm 31:1-5
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth.
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (6:8-7:2a,51c-60)
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then
some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called),
Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued
with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.
Then they secretly instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God." They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the
scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the
council. They set up false witnesses who said, "This man never stops saying things against
this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on to us." And all who
sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an
angel.
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Then the high priest asked him, "Are these things so?"
And Stephen replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen to me. You are forever opposing the
Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not
persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you
have become his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that received the law as
ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it."
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. But
filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!" But they covered their ears, and with a loud
shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said
this, he died.
Reader

Here ends the Reading

Canticle – Jubilate
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew (23:34-39)
Jesus said, "Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill
and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, so
3

that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the
sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!
How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under
her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you,
you will not see me again until you say, `Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord.'"
Reader

Here ends the Reading

Sermon
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The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Suffrages B
V.
Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R.
And grant us your salvation.
V.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R.
Let your people sing with joy.
V.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R.
For only in you can we live in safety.
V.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R.
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V.
Let your way be known upon earth;
R.
Your saving health among all nations.
V.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R.
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R.
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Christians in other denominations and the
work of the ecumenical movement, for His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome, His
All Holiness Archbishop Bartholomew of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical
Patriarch The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Bishop Ivan M
Abrahams, General Secretary World Methodist Council, The Reverend Chris Ferguson,
General Secretary of the World Communion of Reformed Churches
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Christ Church, Kalispell.
In our St. Stephen’s community, we ask for your prayers for Chris, Dorothy, Echo, Jan,
Kim, Lynn, Miles, Nick and Melissa, Susan.
Collect of the Day
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr Stephen, who
looked up to heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who stands at
your right hand; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
6

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow
of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep
your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with
cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your
Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
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Then may be said
Officiant
Let us bless the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Concluding Sentence
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for
ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21
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