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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 1  
T H E  S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

 

 
“Samuel Relating to Eli the Judgments of God upon Eli's House” John Singleton Copley, 1780 

 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.”  John 8:12  
 
Confession of Sin 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
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we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
 
4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 
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5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 
14 My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 

all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

 
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 
 
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare 
in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in 
the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
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me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not 
yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord 
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  
 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to 
do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that 
day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to 
end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that 
he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore, 
I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 
or offering forever.” 
 
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He 
said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May 
God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So 
Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let 
him do what seems good to him.” 
 
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of 
the Lord.] 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle – Jubilate  
O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands;  

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  
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Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 
it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; ':.  

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  
 
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving  
and into his courts with praise;  

be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.  
 
For the Lord is gracious;  
his mercy is everlasting; 

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
  
A Reading from the Gospel According to John (1:43-51) 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 
of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked 
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.” 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
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The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages A 
V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.  And grant us thy salvation. 
V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.  Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Australia  
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Gethsemane, Manhattan and the Rev. Clark 
Sherman, Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dorothy, Miles, Nick and Melissa, Pam, 
Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that thy 
people, illumined by thy Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's 
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Aid against Perils  
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Collect for the Presence of Christ  
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Our Country 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee 
that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. 
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out 
of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy 
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, 
and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of 
the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of 
trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Prayer for the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority  
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy 
merciful care, that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. 
Grant to the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, and to all in 
authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth 
and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy 
fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. Amen.  
 
Prayer for those who Influence Public Opinion  
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, 
we pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do 
their part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to 
the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's 
sake. Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
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Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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