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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 1  
T H E  T H I R D  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

 

 
“Call of the Sons of Zebedee” by Marco Basaiti, 1510 

 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.”  John 8:12  
 
Confession of Sin 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
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But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Psalm 62:6-14 

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
truly, my hope is in him. 

 
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
 
8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 

God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 

pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
 
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 

even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
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11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

 
12 Put no trust in extortion; 

in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

that power belongs to God. 
 
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 

for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Jonah (3:1-5, 10) 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 
three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, 
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed 
God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle – Jubilate  
O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands;  

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  

 
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 
it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves;  

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  
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O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving  
and into his courts with praise;  

be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.  
 
For the Lord is gracious;  
his mercy is everlasting; 

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
  
A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark (1:14-20) 
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 
the good news.”  
 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a 
little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him.  
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
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The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
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for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages A 
V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.  And grant us thy salvation. 
V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.  Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of Bangladesh. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Emmanuel, Miles City. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dorothy, Miles, Nick and Melissa, Pam, Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all 
people the Good News of his salvation, that we and all the whole world may perceive the 
glory of his marvelous works; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Protection  
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 
labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and 
humbly beseech thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the 
morning hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
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Prayer for Our Country 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee 
that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we 
entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, 
through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. 
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer 
not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority  
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy 
merciful care, that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant 
to the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, and to all in authority, 
wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and 
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, world without end. Amen.  
 
Prayer for those who Influence Public Opinion  
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we 
pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their 
part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the 
honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
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do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana 
1241 Crawford Drive 

Billings, Montana 59102 
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017  

Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com 
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org 


