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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 1  
T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  I N  L E N T  

 

 
“Christ in the Wilderness” by Ivan Nikolaevich Kramskoĭ, 1872 

 
Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be an 
evening sacrifice. Psalm 141:2  
 
Confession of Sin 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
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spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Psalm 25:1-9 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 
 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 
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5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

 
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *       

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis (9:8-17) 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign 
of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for 
all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is 
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
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Canticle 14 – A Song of Penitence  
O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven,  

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and of all their righteous offspring:  

You made the heavens and the earth,  
with all their vast array.  

All things quake with fear at your presence;  
they tremble because of your power.  

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; 
it surpasses all that our minds can fathom.  

O Lord, you are full of compassion,  
long-suffering, and abounding in mercy.  

You hold back your hand;  
you do not punish as we deserve.  

In your great goodness, Lord, 
you have promised forgiveness to sinners,   

that they may repent of their sin and be saved.  
And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart,  

and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness.  
I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,  

and I know my wickedness only too well.  
Therefore I make this prayer to you:  

Forgive me, Lord, forgive me.  
Do not let me perish in my sin,  

nor condemn me to the depths of the earth. 
For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent,   

and in me you will show forth your goodness.  
Unworthy as I am, you will save me, 
in accordance with your great mercy,  

and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life.  
For all the powers of heaven sing your praises,  

and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen.  
 
A Reading the First Letter of Peter (3:18-22) 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
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eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- 
not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark (1:9-15) 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.”  
 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 
the good news.” 
  
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
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That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Saint Stephen all thy 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of the Province of Central Africa. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Calvary, Red Lodge and the Rev. Randy Pendergraft, 
Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Albert, Dorothy, Miles, Nick and Melissa, Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted of Satan: Make speed to 
help thy servants who are assaulted by manifold temptations; and, as thou knowest their several 
infirmities, let each one find thee mighty to save; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
 
A Collect for Protection  
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 
labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and 
humbly beseech thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the 
morning hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
Prayer for those who Influence Public Opinion  
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we 
pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their part 
in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 



 8 

dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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