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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  

E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 0 ,  2 0 2 1  

T H E  F I F T H  S U N D A Y  I N  L E N T  
 

 
“Christ on Gethsemane” by JESUS MAFA, 1973 

 

Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be an 

evening sacrifice. Psalm 141:2  

 

Confession of Sin 

Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  

 

Officiant and People together  

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  

we have offended against thy holy laws, 

we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

spare thou those who confess their faults, 

restore thou those who are penitent, 

according to thy promises declared unto mankind 

in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
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and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  

to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

 

The Priest alone says  

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

The Invitatory and Psalter  

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  

People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  

 

Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Psalm 119:9-16 

9 How shall a young man cleanse his way? * 

By keeping to your words. 

 

10 With my whole heart I seek you; * 

let me not stray from your commandments. 

 

11 I treasure your promise in my heart, * 

that I may not sin against you. 

 

12 Blessed are you, O Lord; * 

instruct me in your statutes. 

 

13 With my lips will I recite * 

all the judgments of your mouth. 

 

14 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees * 

than in all manner of riches. 

 

15 I will meditate on your commandments * 

and give attention to your ways. 
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16 My delight is in your statutes; * 

I will not forget your word. 

 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah (31:31-34) 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more. 

 

Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 

 

Canticle 14 – A Song of Penitence  

O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven,  

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

and of all their righteous offspring:  

You made the heavens and the earth,  

with all their vast array.  

All things quake with fear at your presence;  

they tremble because of your power.  

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; 

it surpasses all that our minds can fathom.  

O Lord, you are full of compassion,  

long-suffering, and abounding in mercy.  

You hold back your hand;  

you do not punish as we deserve.  

In your great goodness, Lord, 

you have promised forgiveness to sinners,   

that they may repent of their sin and be saved.  

And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart,  
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and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness.  

I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned,  

and I know my wickedness only too well.  

Therefore I make this prayer to you:  

Forgive me, Lord, forgive me.  

Do not let me perish in my sin,  

nor condemn me to the depths of the earth. 

For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent,   

and in me you will show forth your goodness.  

Unworthy as I am, you will save me, 

in accordance with your great mercy,  

and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life.  

For all the powers of heaven sing your praises,  

and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen.  

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (5:5-10) 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 

to him,  

“You are my Son,  

today I have begotten you”; 

 

as he says also in another place, 

 

“You are a priest forever,  

according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 

having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 

 

A Reading from the Gospel according to John (12:20-33) 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
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wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is 

for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler 

of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

Reader  Here endeth the Reading 

 

Sermon 

 

The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 

Officiant and People together  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And with thy spirit. 

Officiant  Let us pray.  

 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Suffrages A 

V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 

R.  And grant us thy salvation. 

V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 

V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 

R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V. Let thy way be known upon earth; 

R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 

V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  

 

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of England. 
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In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Paul's, Virginia City and the Rev. Jaime Leonard, 

Rector. 

 

In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Albert, Cheryl, Dorothy, Lynn, Miles, Nick and 

Melissa, Susan. 

 

Collect of the Day 

O Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men: Grant 

unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which 

thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts 

may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ  

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen.  

 

Prayer for those who Influence Public Opinion  

Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we 

pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their part 

in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Prayer for Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 

dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 

Amen.  

 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 

General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we thine unworthy servants 

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all men. 
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We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for thine inestimable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to thy service, 

and by walking before thee 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

 

Then may be said  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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