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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  

H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  M A Y  2 ,  2021  

F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  E A S T E R  
 

 
Eastern Orthodox icon of Jesus Christ as the True Vine from 16th Century 

 

The Word of God 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Hymn of Praise 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
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Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People   And also with you.  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 

Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 

way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Acts (8:26-40), 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 22:24-30 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
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27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 

 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 

 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of John (4:7-21), 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God 

 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (15:1-8), 

 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

Sermon 

 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  
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he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People – Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively  

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  

That we all may be one.  

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people.  

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

That our works may find favor in your sight.  

 



 5 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress.  

 

Give to the departed eternal rest;  

Let light perpetual shine upon them.  

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  

 

Silence  

The People may add their own petitions  

 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The 
Middle East. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Stephen's, Billings and the Rev. Stephen Day, 

Rector. 

 

In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dorothy, Miles, Nick and Melissa, Richard, and 

Susan. 

 

Hear us, Lord;  

For your mercy is great.  

 

The Celebrant concludes 

Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 

obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Peace  

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People   And also with you.  

 

Please exchange the peace verbally from where you are and refrain from  

touching those outside of your household. 

Offertory 
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HOLY COMMUNION – RITE II - Eucharistic Prayer C 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By his blood, he reconciled us.  
By his wounds, we are healed.  
 
And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
 

Celebrant and People  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

The Celebrant continues  

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by Him, and made a new people by water and the 

Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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On the night he was betrayed He took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 

His friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me."  

 

After supper, He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

 

Remembering now His work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

We celebrate His death and resurrection,  

as we await the day of His coming.  

 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 

the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 

and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 

Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in His name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 

generation. AMEN.  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
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for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant then says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  

Let us pray.  

 

Celebrant and People  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living  

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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