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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  

E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  J U N E  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  

O B S E R V I N G  T H E  T H I R D  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  
 

 
“The Sower” by Vincent van Gogh, 1888 

 

I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 

the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  

  

Confession of Sins 

Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  

 

Officiant and People together  

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  

we have offended against thy holy laws, 

we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

spare thou those who confess their faults, 

restore thou those who are penitent, 

according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
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in Christ Jesus our Lord; 

and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  

to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

 

The Priest alone says  

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

The Invitatory and Psalter  

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  

People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  

 

Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

Psalm 20 

1 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, * 

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

 

2 Send you help from his holy place * 

and strengthen you out of Zion; 

 

3 Remember all your offerings * 

and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

 

4 Grant you your heart's desire * 

and prosper all your plans. 

 

5 We will shout for joy at your victory 

and triumph in the Name of our God; * 

may the Lord grant all your requests. 

 

6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; * 

he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 

with the victorious strength of his right hand. 
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7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 

but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God. 

 

8 They collapse and fall down, * 

but we will arise and stand upright. 

 

9 O Lord, give victory to the king * 

and answer us when we call. 

 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

A Reading from the First book of Samuel (15:34-16:13), 

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see 

Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that 

he had made Saul king over Israel. 

 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, 

for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 

hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come 

to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, 

and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 

come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves 

and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to 

the sacrifice. 

 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 

the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse 

made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any 

of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we 
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will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 

had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 

one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 

the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 

and went to Ramah. 

 

Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 

 

Canticle 6 – Glory be to God 

Glory be to God on high,  

and on earth peace, good will towards men.  

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 

we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  

have mercy upon us.  

For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, thou only, O Christ,  

with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians (5:6-10,[11-13],14-17), 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 

away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 

would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 

away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good 

or evil. 

 

[Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well 

known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not 
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commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 

you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if 

we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.] For the love of 

Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore, all have died. 

And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 

who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 

point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 

longer in that way. So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new! 

 

Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 

 

The Holy Gospel of Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (4:26-34), 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 

how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 

But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 

it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

Reader  Here endeth the Reading 

 

Sermon 

 

The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 

Officiant and People together  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
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was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Prayers 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And with thy spirit. 

Officiant  Let us pray.  

 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Suffrages A 

V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 

R.  And grant us thy salvation. 

V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
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R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 

V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 

R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.  Let thy way be known upon earth; 

R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 

V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  

  

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Nigeria. 

 

In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. John’s, Emigrant and the Rev. Kristin Orr, Rector. 

 

In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Don, Dorothy, Jayden, Nick and Melissa, Richard, 

and Susan. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Keep, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy household the Church in thy steadfast faith and love, that 

by the help of thy grace we may proclaim thy truth with boldness, and minister thy justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life  

O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the night and turnest the shadow of death 

into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep thy law, and 

guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done thy will with cheerfulness while it was 

day, we may, when the night cometh, rejoice to give thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

 

Prayer for Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 

dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 

Amen.  

 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
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General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we thine unworthy servants 

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all men. 

We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for thine inestimable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  

and that we show forth thy praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to thy service, 

and by walking before thee 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

 

Then may be said  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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