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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  
S A T U R D A Y ,  J U L Y  3 ,  2 0 2 1  

O B S E R V I N G  T H E  S I X T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  
 

 
“Christ in the Synagogue” by Nikolaĭ Nikolaevich, 1868 

 
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Philippians 1:2  
  
Confession of Sins 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
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in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Psalm 48 

1 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; * 
in the city of our God is his holy hill. 

 
2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the hill of Zion, * 

the very center of the world and the city of the great King. 
 
3 God is in her citadels; * 

he is known to be her sure refuge. 
 
4 Behold, the kings of the earth assembled * 

and marched forward together. 
 
5 They looked and were astounded; * 

they retreated and fled in terror. 
 
6 Trembling seized them there; * 

they writhed like a woman in childbirth, 
like ships of the sea when the east wind shatters them. 
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7 As we have heard, so have we seen, 
in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; * 
God has established her for ever. 

 
8 We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, * 

in the midst of your temple. 
 
9 Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world's end; * 

your right hand is full of justice. 
 
10 Let Mount Zion be glad 

and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments. 

 
11 Make the circuit of Zion; 

walk round about her; * 
count the number of her towers. 

 
12 Consider well her bulwarks; 

examine her strongholds; * 
that you may tell those who come after. 

 
13 This God is our God for ever and ever; * 

he shall be our guide for evermore. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel (5:1-5, 9-10), 
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your bone and flesh. 
For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in. 
The Lord said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be 
ruler over Israel.” So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made 
a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over Israel. 
David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. At Hebron he 
reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and 
Judah thirty-three years.  
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David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all around 
from the Millo inwards. And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, 
was with him. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 4 – The Song of Zechariah 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he hath visited and redeemed his people;  
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us  

in the house of his servant David,  
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets,  

which have been since the world began:  
That we should be saved from our enemies,  

and from the hand of all that hate us;  
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers,  

and to remember his holy covenant;  
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham,  

that he would give us,  
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies  

might serve him without fear,  
In holiness and righteousness before him,  

all the days of our life.  
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest,  

for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord  
to prepare his ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people  
for the remission of their sins, 

Through the tender mercy of our God,   
whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians (12:2-10), 
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether 
in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows— was caught up into 
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On 
behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 
weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I 
refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from 
me, even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from 
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to 
keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would 
leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 
weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
The Holy Gospel of Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (6:1 - 13), 
Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach 
in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man 
get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being 
done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses 
and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among 
their own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that 
he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. 
 
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them 
out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take 
nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear 
sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there 
until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you 
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and 
proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many 
who were sick and cured them. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
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Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
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And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Suffrages A 
V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.  And grant us thy salvation. 
V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.  Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  
  
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Paul's, Fort Benton. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Don, Dorothy, Edie, Jayden, Nick and Melissa, 
Richard, and Susan. 
 
Collect of the Day 
O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments by loving thee and our neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to thee with our whole heart, and 
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life  
O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the night and turnest the shadow of death 
into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep thy law, and 
guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done thy will with cheerfulness while it was 
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day, we may, when the night cometh, rejoice to give thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Prayer for our Nation 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in 
freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of 
forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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