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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  25 ,  2021  
T H E  N I N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  

 

 
“Disciples See Christ Walking on the Water” by Henry Ossawa Tanner, 1907 

 
The Word of God 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be His kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Celebrant  Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty,  
Holy Immortal One,  

People   Have mercy upon us.  
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Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so 
pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel (11:1-15), 
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers 
and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained at Jerusalem. 
 
It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on 
the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very 
beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” So, David sent messengers to get her, and she 
came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she 
returned to her house. The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 
 
So, David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 
When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was 
going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went 
out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the 
entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 
When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have 
just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to David, 
“The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord 
are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with 
my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” Then David said to 
Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in 
Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and 
made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his 
lord, but he did not go down to his house. 
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In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he 
wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that 
he may be struck down and die.” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 14 

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 
there is none who does any good. 

 
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

to see if there is any who is wise, 
if there is one who seeks after God. 

 
3 Every one has proved faithless; 

all alike have turned bad; * 
there is none who does good; no, not one. 

 
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 

who eat up my people like bread 
and do not call upon the Lord? 

 
5 See how they tremble with fear, * 

because God is in the company of the righteous. 
 
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 

but the Lord is their refuge. 
 
7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 

 
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians (3:14-21), 
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its 
name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
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your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 
 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (6:1 - 21), 
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd 
kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the 
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 
near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself 
knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are 
they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great 
deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 
the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet 
who is to come into the world.” 
 
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 
withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the 
sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became 
rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, 
they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he 
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said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and 
immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and His kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People – Form V 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”  
 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without 
fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Marty our own Bishop, for all bishops and other 
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all 
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
 
Lord, have mercy  
  
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations 
and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and 
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
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For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who 
are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may be 
delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, 
O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and 
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to 
you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to 
you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or 
grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, have mercy  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Scottish Episcopal Church. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Peter's Cathedral, Helena and The Very Rev. Scott 
Anderson, Dean. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Bob, Dorothy, Edie, Jayden, Nancy, Nick and 
Melissa, Richard, Susan, and Virginia. 
 
Lord, have mercy 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Stephen and all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God.  
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The Celebrant concludes 
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Confession of Sins 
The Celebrant then says  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
Minister and People  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And also with you.  
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HOLY COMMUNION – RITE II - Eucharistic Prayer D 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.  
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to 
every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say,  
 
Celebrant and People  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Then the Celebrant continues  
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again, you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose, he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.  
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in 
the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.  
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me."  
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.  
 
Celebrant and People 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.  
 
The Celebrant continues  
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.  
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.  
 



 11 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. 
We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Celebrant and People  
Almighty and ever living God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
 
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana 
1241 Crawford Drive 

Billings, Montana 59102 
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017  

Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com 
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org 

All hymns used under license using ritesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116 

Donate via PayPal 


