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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  A U G U S T  7 ,  2 0 2 1  
O B S E R V I N G  T H E  E L E V E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  

 

 
“The Bread Line” by Grigorij Grigorjewitsch Mjassojedow, 1872 

 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe of him. Psalm 
96:9  
 
Confession of Sins 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
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and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Psalm 130 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

 
2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 
 
3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared. 
 
4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 
 
5 My soul waits for the Lord, 

more than watchmen for the morning, * 
more than watchmen for the morning. 

 
6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

for with the Lord there is mercy; 
 



 3 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel (18:5-9, 15, 31-33), 
The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the 
young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the 
commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the 
battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the 
servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The 
battle spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than 
the sword. Absalom happened to meet the servants of David.  
 
Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. 
His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the 
mule that was under him went on. 
 
And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed 
him. 
 
Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For the Lord 
has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.” The 
king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, 
“May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young 
man.”  
 
The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he 
went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, 
O Absalom, my son, my son!” 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 5 – The Song of Simeon 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word;  
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For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians (4:25-5:2), 
Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of 
one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not 
make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work 
honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your 
words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which 
you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore, be 
imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (6:35, 41-51), 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.”  
 
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered 
them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, 
‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has 
seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. 
Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down 
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from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the 
life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
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on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of all thy saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
  
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of South India (United). 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Church of the Trinity, Jeffers/Ennis and The Rev. 
Jaime Leonard, Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Bob, Dorothy, Edie, Gary, Jayden, Nancy, Nick 
and Melissa, Richard, Susan, and Virginia. 
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Collect of the Day 
Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think and do always such things as are right, 
that we, who cannot exist without thee, may by thee be enabled to live according to thy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life  
O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the night and turnest the shadow of death 
into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep thy law, and 
guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done thy will with cheerfulness while it was 
day, we may, when the night cometh, rejoice to give thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
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and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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