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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  4 ,  2 0 2 1  
O B S E R V I N G  T H E  F I F T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  

 

 

“The Canaanite Woman asks for healing for her daughter” by Ilyas Basim Khuri Bazzi Rahib, 1684 
Naskh is the caligraphic style for writing in the Arabic alphabet that the biblical text is written in for this manuscript. The artist, 

Ilyas Basim Khuri Bazzi Rahib, was most likely a Coptic monk in the late 17th century in Egypt. 
 

I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
Confession of Sins 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
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we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Psalm 125 

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, * 
which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

 
2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 

so does the Lord stand round about his people, 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land allotted to the just, * 

so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 
 
4 Show your goodness, O Lord, to those who are good * 

and to those who are true of heart. 
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5 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 
the Lord will lead them away with the evildoers; * 
but peace be upon Israel. 

 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Book of Proverbs (22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23), 
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

and favour is better than silver or gold. 
The rich and the poor have this in common: 

the Lord is the maker of them all. 
 
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 

and the rod of anger will fail. 
Those who are generous are blessed, 

for they share their bread with the poor. 
 
Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 

or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
for the Lord pleads their cause 

and despoils of life those who despoil them. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 3 - The Song of Mary  
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  
For he hath regarded  

the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold from henceforth  

all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  

and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him  

throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm;  
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he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  

as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Letter of James (2:1-10, [11-13], 14-17), 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and 
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the 
fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand 
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to 
those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is 
it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 
invoked over you? 
 
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law 
as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it.[ For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, 
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law 
of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment.] 
 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can 
faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what 
is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
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Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (7:24-37), 
Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had 
an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now 
the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of 
her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the 
demon has left your daughter.” So, she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 
 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in 
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 
Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he 
even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
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He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Suffrages B 
V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.  And grant us thy salvation. 
V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 
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V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V. Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Gethsemane, Manhattan and the Rev. Clark Sherman, 
Rector. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dorothy, Gary, Jayden, Nancy, Nick and Melissa, 
Richard, Susan, and Thatcher. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Grant us, O Lord, we pray thee, to trust in thee with all our heart; seeing that, as thou dost 
alway resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so thou dost not forsake those who 
make their boast of thy mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life  
O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the night and turnest the shadow of death 
into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep thy law, and 
guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done thy will with cheerfulness while it was 
day, we may, when the night cometh, rejoice to give thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
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General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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