SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
+)+ HOLY EUCHARIST: ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP
+]+ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST

Processional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #372 — Praise to the living God!
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1 Praise to the liv - ing God! All prais - ed  be  his Name
2 Form - less, all love - ly forms de - clare his love - i - ness;
3 His Spi - rit flow - eth free, high surg - ing where it will:
4 E - ter - nal life hath he im - plant-ed in the soul;
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who was, and is, and is to be for ay the same.
ho - ly, mno ho -l - ness of earth can  his ex - press.
in pro-phet's word he  spoke of old; he speak-eth still.
his love shall be our strength and stay while a - ges roll.
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The one e - ter-nal God ere aught that now ap - pears:
Lo, he is Lord of all. Cre - a - tion speaks his praise,

Es - tab-lished is his law, and change - less it shall stand,
Praise to the liv-ing God! Al prais - ed be his Name
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the first, the last, be - yond all thought his time - less years!
and ev - ery-where a - bove, be - low, his will o - beys.
deep writ up - on the hu - man heart, on sea, on land.
who was, and is, and is to be, for ay the same.

Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy; tr. Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann (1836-1926)
Music: Leoni, Hebrew melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, alt.



The Word of God
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Song of Praise — Canticle N — A Song of God’s Love
Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.
Beloved, since God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *

and God’s love will be perfected in us.

Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, of whose only gift it cometh that thy faithful people do unto thee
true and laudable service: Grant, we beseech thee, that we may run without stumbling to obtain
thy heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. .Awmen.

A reading from the Book of Ruth (1:1 - 18),

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons.
The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of
his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah.
They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of
Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of
the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten

years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons
and her husband.



Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she
had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them
food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-
in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her
two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal
kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that you may
tind security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they
wept aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi
said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb
that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too
old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a
husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you
then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for
you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again.
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

So, she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return
after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said,
“Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following youl!
Where you go, I will go;
Where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.
May the Lord do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!”

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God
Psalm 146

1 Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul! *



I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *

for there is no help in them.

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *

who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *

and food to those who hunger.

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,

but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (9:11 - 14),

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater
and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into
the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining
eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a

heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more



will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God!

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #551 — Rise up, ye saints of God!
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1 Rise up, ye saints of God! Have done  with less - er things, give

2 Rise up, ye saints of God! His king - dom tar - ries long: Lord,
3 Lift high the cross of Christ! Tread where his feet have trod; and
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heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the King of  kings.

bring the day of tuth and love and end the night of wrong.
quick-ened by the Spi - rit’s power, rise  up, ye saints of God!
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Words: William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954), alt. Copyright © by permission of The Presbyterian Outlook. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825-1893)

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (12:28-34),

One of the scribes came near and heard the Sadducees disputing with one another, and seeing
that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?”” Jesus
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you
have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,” and ‘to love one’s neighbor as
oneself,” —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

After that no one dared to ask him any question.
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Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon by The Rev. Stephen C. Day

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,



and the life of the wotld to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People — Form III
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That onr works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in_your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Episcopal Church of Alexandria.
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Holy Trinity, Troy.

In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Betty, the Chavez family, Dorothy, Harold,
Richard, and Terry.



Celebrant then adds the following collect
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Awmen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #620 — Jerusalem, my happy home (v. 1 - 3)

Words: F. B. P. (ca. 16th cent.), alt.

p— : e —
'\S} - | ® F F 7 1 {
F o F F I s -y
1 Je - ra - sa - lem, my hap - py home, when
2 Thy saints are crowned with glo - ry great they
3 There Da - vid stands with harp in  hand as
O — e — e ———
&> g @ o - o L,
A T =
1 shall I come to thee? When shall my  sor - TOWS
2  see God face to face; they tri - umph still, they
3 mas - ter of the choir: ten thou - sand times would
2 1 —_— S
G” —— : = o —
i F P * =7 7
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2 still re - joice in that most hap - py place.
3 one be blest who might this mu - sic hear.

Music: Land of Rest, American folk hymn; adapt. and harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)

Copyright ©1938 by J. Fischer & Bro., a division of Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. Copyright renewed. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Eucharistic Prayer 2

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant.

From before time you made ready the creation.

Your Spirit moved over the deep

and brought all things into being:

sun, moon, and stars;

earth, winds, and waters;

and every living thing.




You made us in your image,

and taught us to walk in your ways.

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,

you would not forget us.

Time and again you called us

to live in the fullness of your love.

And so, this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Celebrant and People
0 - - ! | ; i
7 [ [ I
Gr - - r . 7 = === —
Py; ~__ %~ o ~_ % o
Ho - ly, ho - ly,
o) ‘ \
e | N N = A
& " — - »- » » e — 2
ho - ly Lord, God of power and might,
o) . \ ‘ \ p— . A
\7 | N | N | | | | N
p I 0y I 0y be ) |} ‘I J 3 7 HZZQ*ZZQ*ZZZ#&::FFZ:
@Q . : r—vr—r a
heaven and earth are  full of your glo - ry. Ho-san-na in the
o) - - —— | A
. C— 4 i ' i K I Y
O | f—r—=F f—p—F o
Y,
high - est. Bless - ed is he who

X
AN
L 10
-~
Mot
e
e
‘c‘
AN
AN
N
T

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death

and to reveal the riches of your grace,

you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
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that she might conceive and bear a son,

Jesus the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us.

He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,

healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself

yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,

and to be gloritfied by you.

On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.

He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat:

This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,

gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
tfor the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,

who was and is and is to come,

we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,

and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
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Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,

the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us,

with all your saints,

from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared

from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

to you be honor, glory, and praise,

for ever and ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Al are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer

God of abundance,

you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us

with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Announcements
13



Blessing

Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #495 — Hail, thou once despised Jesus!
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Sa - vior, bear - er of our sin and shame! By thy mer - it
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we find fa - vor: life is giv - en through thy Name
gate of hea - ven, re - con - ciled are we with God.
in - ter - ced -ing, all in glo - ry we ap - pear
Sa -vior’s  mer - its, help to chant Em - man - uel’s praise!

Words: John Bakewell (1721-1819) and Martin Madan (1726-1790), alt. Music: n Babilone, melody from Oude en Niewe Hollantse Boerenlities en
Contradanseu, 1710; harm. Roy F. Kehl (b. 1935) Copyright ©1984, Roy F. Kehl. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Celebrant
People

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.



15



“Scribe Stood to Test Jesus” by James Tissot, ~ 1886 - 1894

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
1241 Crawford Drive
Billings, Montana 59102
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt(@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using 77tesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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