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Originally produced by The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio in 1938, since reprinted by Episcopal Migration Ministries 

 
I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
Confession of Sins 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
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we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Psalm 84:1 - 8 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 
2 The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 
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4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 
6 They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 
 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (31:7 - 14),  
Thus says the Lord: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;  

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O Lord, your people,  
the remnant of Israel."  

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together;  
a great company, they shall return here.  

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back,  

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;  

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
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Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away;  

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."  

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,  

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd;  

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again.  

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry.  

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  

says the Lord. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 6 - Glory be to God  
Glory be to God on high,  

and on earth peace, good will towards men.  
 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
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receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  

have mercy upon us.  
 
For thou only art holy,  
thou only art the Lord,  
thou only, O Christ,  

with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians (1:3-6,15-19a), 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (2:13-15,19-23), 
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod 
is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my 
son." 
 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 
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to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  
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your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Stephen and all thy 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. John's, Butte and the Rev. Theresa Kelley 
Bergmann, Rector and for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Billy, David, Dorothy, Doug, Harold, and 
Richard.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
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Collect of the Day 
O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Peace  
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
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by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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