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T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  

 

 
“Baptism of Christ” by Dave Zelenka, 2005 

 
I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
Confession of Sins 
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Officiant and People together  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
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restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says  
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
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7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 

and strips the forests bare. 
 
9 And in the temple of the Lord * 

all are crying, "Glory!" 
 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 

the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (43:1-7), 
Thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob,  
he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine.  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you.  
For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  
I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  
Because you are precious in my sight, 

and honored, and I love you,  
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I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life.  

Do not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring from the east,  
and from the west I will gather you;  

I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
and to the south, "Do not withhold;  

bring my sons from far away 
and my daughters from the end of the earth-- 

everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory,  
whom I formed and made." 

 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 6 - Glory be to God  
Glory be to God on high,  

and on earth peace, good will towards men.  
 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  
have mercy upon us.  

 
For thou only art holy,  
thou only art the Lord,  
thou only, O Christ,  

with the Holy Ghost, 
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (8:14 - 17), 
When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.  
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord according to Luke (3:15 - 17, 21 – 22), 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire." 
 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
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He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
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That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Stephen and all thy 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Chile (Iglesia Anglicana 
de Chile ). 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for All Saint's, Columbia Falls and the Rev. Charlie Knuth, 
Rector and for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Billy, David, Dorothy, Doug, Harold, and 
Richard.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim him thy 
beloved Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who 
with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
A Collect for Peace  
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
 



 8 

Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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