SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
EVENING PRAYER: RITE 1
+i+ SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2022

OBSERVING THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

“Christ in the House of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus” by Jacopo Bassano, 1577

I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psa/n 16:7, §

Confession of Sins
Officiant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Officiant and People together

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,

we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
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But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,

spare thou those who confess their faults,

restore thou those who are penitent,

according to thy promises declared unto mankind

in Christ Jesus our Lord,;

and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Priest alone says
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Awzen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.

People O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm 126
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The Lord has done great things for them."

4 The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.



7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (43:16 — 21),
Thus says the Lord,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and wartiof;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

Reader Here endeth the Lesson

Canticle — The Song of Simeon
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (12:1 — 8),

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus'
teet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse
and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she
might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not
always have me."

Reader Here endeth the Reading

Sermon

The Apostles' Creed (Rite 1I language)
Officiant and People together

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat thee, O 1Lord.

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat thee, O 1Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat thee, O 1Lord.

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,
We entreat thee, O 1Lord.

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great

judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat thee, O 1Lord.



That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Stephen and all thy
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat thee, O 1Lord.

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of Nigeria.

In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Christ Church, Kalispell. We also pray for Camp
Marshall.

In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Ben, Betty, Billy, Dan, David, Dennis, Dorothy,
Dwight, Ed, Harold, and Richard. We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic
hospital.

Collect of the Day

O Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men: Grant
unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which
thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts
may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. .Amen.

Prayer for Mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake.
Amen.

Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow



General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;

and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Then may be said
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Concluding sentence
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13
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