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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  A P R I L  3 0 ,  2 0 2 2  
OB S E R V I N G  TH E  TH I R D  SU N D A Y  O F  EA S T E R  

 

 
“Miraculous Draught of Fishes” by Jacopo Bassano, 1545 

 
I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 30 

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, 
because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
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2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 

and you restored me to health. 
 
3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 

you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
 
4 Sing to the  Lord, you servants of his; * 

give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 
 
5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 

his favor for a lifetime. 
 
6 Weeping may spend the night, * 

but joy comes in the morning. 
 
7 While I felt secure, I said, 

"I shall never be disturbed. * 
You,  Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 

 
8 Then you hid your face, * 

and I was filled with fear. 
 
9 I cried to you, O  Lord; * 

I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 
 
10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 

will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 
11 Hear, O  Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 

O  Lord, be my helper." 
 
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 

you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 
 
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 

O  Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
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At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (9:1 - 20), 
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged 
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going 
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to 
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, 
"Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, 
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
"Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight." But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he 
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." But the Lord said to 
him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and 
kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 
"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And immediately something like 
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim 
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
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Canticle – Christ our Passover  
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,  

therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more;  

death hath no more dominion over him.  
For in that he died, he died unto sin once; 

but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,  

but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ is risen from the dead,  

and become the first fruits of them that slept.  
For since by man came death,  

by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die,  

even so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (21:1 – 19), 
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 
this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, 
"I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the 
boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said 
to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and 
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off. 
 
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said 
to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and 



 5 

hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so 
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time 
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, 
"Feed my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He 
said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He 
said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he 
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; 
you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and 
take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he 
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
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That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Stephen and all thy 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Episcopal Church in the Philippines. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Emmanuel, Miles City.  We also pray for Camp 
Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Ben, Betty, Billy, Dan, David, Dennis, Dorothy, 
Dwight, Ed, Harold, and Richard.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic 
hospital. 
 
Collect of the Day 
O God, whose blessed Son did manifest himself to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open, we pray thee, the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; 
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Prayer for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
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General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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