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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  
S A T U R D A Y ,  M A Y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 2  

OB S E R V I N G  TH E  SE V E N T H  SU N D A Y  O F  EA S T E R  
 

 
“Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane” by David Teniers the Younger, c.1660-1700 

 
I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 97 

1 The Lord is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
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2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 

righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 
 
3 A fire goes before him * 

and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 
4 His lightnings light up the world; * 

the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * 

at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 

and all the peoples see his glory. 
 
7 Confounded be all who worship carved images 

and delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 

 
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 

because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 
9 For you are the Lord, 

most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 

 
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * 

he preserves the lives of his saints 
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

 
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 

and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
 
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * 

and give thanks to his holy Name. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (16:16 - 34), 
With Paul and Silas, we came to Philippi in Macedonia, a Roman colony, and, as we were going 
to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her 
owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry 
out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation." 
She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, 
"I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 
 
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought 
them before the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and 
are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 
them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into 
prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them 
in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were 
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, 
and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside 
and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household." They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; 
then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house 
and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a 
believer in God. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
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Canticle – Christ our Passover  
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,  

therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more;  

death hath no more dominion over him.  
For in that he died, he died unto sin once; 

but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,  

but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ is risen from the dead,  

and become the first fruits of them that slept.  
For since by man came death,  

by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die,  

even so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (17:20 – 26), 
Jesus prayed for his disciples, and then he said. "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on 
behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 
one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the 
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see 
my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
 
"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you 
have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
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The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
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and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Stephen and all thy 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of South India (United).  
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Calvary, Red Lodge.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Betty, Billy, Dan, Dannielle, David, Dennis, 
Dorothy, Ed, and Richard.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
Collect of the Day 
O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph 
unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us thine 
Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Savior Christ is gone 
before; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen.  
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A Prayer for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
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Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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