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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  
S A T U R D A Y ,  J U L Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2  

O B S E R V I N G  S I X T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  P R O P E R  1 1  
 

 
“Martha reproving her sister Mary” by Orazio Gentileschi, 1620 

 
I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 52 

1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness * 
against the godly all day long? 

 



 2 

2 You plot ruin; 
your tongue is like a sharpened razor, * 
O worker of deception. 

 
3 You love evil more than good * 

and lying more than speaking the truth. 
 
4 You love all words that hurt, * 

O you deceitful tongue. 
 
5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, * 

topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling, 
and root you out of the land of the living! 

 
6 The righteous shall see and tremble, * 

and they shall laugh at him, saying, 
 
7 "This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, * 

but trusted in great wealth 
and relied upon wickedness." 

 
8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; * 

I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 
 
9 I will give you thanks for what you have done * 

and declare the goodness of your Name in the presence of the godly. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the prophet Amos (8:1 - 12), 
This is what the Lord God showed me-- a basket of summer fruit. He said, "Amos, what 
do you see?" And I said, "A basket of summer fruit." Then the Lord said to me, 
 

"The end has come upon my people Israel; 
I will never again pass them by.  
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The songs of the temple shall become wailings in that day," 
says the Lord God;  

"the dead bodies shall be many, 
cast out in every place. Be silent!"  

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,  

saying, "When will the new moon be over 
so that we may sell grain;  

and the sabbath, 
so that we may offer wheat for sale?  

We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
and practice deceit with false balances,  

buying the poor for silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals,  
and selling the sweepings of the wheat."  

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
Shall not the land tremble on this account, 

and everyone mourn who lives in it,  
and all of it rise like the Nile, 

and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?  
On that day, says the Lord God, 

I will make the sun go down at noon,  
and darken the earth in broad daylight.  

I will turn your feasts into mourning, 
and all your songs into lamentation;  

I will bring sackcloth on all loins, 
and baldness on every head;  

I will make it like the mourning for an only son, 
and the end of it like a bitter day.  

The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, 
when I will send a famine on the land;  

not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the Lord.  

They shall wander from sea to sea, 
and from north to east;  

they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, 
but they shall not find it. 
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Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 2 – A Song of Praise 
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers;  

praised and exalted above all for ever.  
Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty;  

praised and exalted above all for ever.  
Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness;  

praised and exalted above all for ever.  
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, and dwellest between the Cherubim;   

praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; 

praised and exalted above all for ever.  
Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;   

praised and exalted above all for ever.   
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (10:38 - 42), 
As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 
Lord's feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so 
she came to him and asked, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work 
by myself? Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  



 5 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



 6 

Suffrages 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of Stephen and all thy 
saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Episcopal Church. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Mark’s, Big Timber and the Rev. Bryan Beveridge, 
Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Betty, Billy, Dan, Dannielle, David, Dennis, 
Dorothy, Ed, and Richard.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who knowest our necessities before we ask and our 
ignorance in asking: Have compassion, we beseech thee, upon our infirmities, and those things 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask, mercifully give 
us for the worthiness of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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A Prayer for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13  
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