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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
E V E N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I  

S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 2 2  
O B S E R V I N G  T H I R T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  P R O P E R  1 8  

 

 
“Saint Francis in the Desert” by Giovanni Bellini, 1480 

 
I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after night. I have set 
the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8  
  
The Invitatory and Psalter  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
People   O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Psalm 139:1 – 5, 12 - 17 

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
 
4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 
 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 
14 My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 

all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

 
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 
 
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 



 3 

 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Philemon (verses 1 - 21), 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love 
for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith 
may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have 
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I 
would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and 
now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, 
back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your 
place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have 
him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother-- especially 
to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 
So, if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has 
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing 
this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 
Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I 
say. 
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Reader  Here endeth the Lesson 
 
Canticle 5 – The Song of Simeon 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word;  
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (14:25 - 33), 
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 
be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow 
began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another 
king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Reading 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostles' Creed (Rite II language) 
Officiant and People together  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
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was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Suffrages 
V.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.  And grant us thy salvation. 
V.  Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.  Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.  Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Australia. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. James', Deer Lodge and the Rev. Theresa Kelley 
Bergmann, Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dannielle, David, Dorothy, Richard, and Warren.  
We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Grant us, O Lord, we pray thee, to trust in thee with all our heart; seeing that, as thou dost 
alway resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so thou dost not forsake those who 
make their boast of thy mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
A Prayer for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayer for Mission 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's sake. 
Amen.  
Intercessions and thanksgivings may follow 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;  
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding sentence 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
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