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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  A N D  C O N F I R M A T I O N  

S U N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  11 ,  2022  
T H E  F O U R T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  P R O P E R  1 9  

 
Processional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #401 - The God of Abraham praise 
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The Word of God 
Bishop   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Bishop   There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People  There is one hope in God's call to us;  
Bishop   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
People  One God and Father of all.  
 
Bishop  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Bishop  Let us pray.  
 
The Bishop then says  
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (4:11 – 12, 22 - 28), 
At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me out 
of the bare heights in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse-- a 
wind too strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. 
 
"For my people are foolish, 

they do not know me;  
they are stupid children, 

they have no understanding.  
They are skilled in doing evil, 

but do not know how to do good."  
I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; 

and to the heavens, and they had no light.  
I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 

and all the hills moved to and fro.  
I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, 

and all the birds of the air had fled.  
I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, 

and all its cities were laid in ruins  
before the Lord, before his fierce anger.  
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For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 
 
Because of this the earth shall mourn, 

and the heavens above grow black;  
for I have spoken, I have purposed; 

I have not relented nor will I turn back. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 14 

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 
there is none who does any good. 

 
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

to see if there is any who is wise, 
if there is one who seeks after God. 

 
3 Every one has proved faithless; 

all alike have turned bad; * 
there is none who does good; no, not one. 

 
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 

who eat up my people like bread 
and do not call upon the Lord? 

 
5 See how they tremble with fear, * 

because God is in the company of the righteous. 
 
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 

but the Lord is their refuge. 
 
7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 
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A Reading from the First Letter of Timothy (1:12 – 17), 
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful 
and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a 
man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace 
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is 
sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners-- of 
whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 
would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #448 - O love, how deep, how broad, how high (v. 1-3) 

 
 

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (15:1 - 10) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
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So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 
"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon by The Right Rev. Dr. Marty Stebbins, Bishop of Montana 
 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates  
The Bishop says  
The Candidates will now be presented. 
 
Presenters  I present these persons for Confirmation.  
 
The Bishop asks the candidates  
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?  
Candidate  I do. 
 
Bishop 
Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  
 
Candidate  I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.  
 
After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying  
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in 
Christ?  
 
People  We will. 
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The Bishop then says these or similar words  
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant.  
 
The Baptismal Covenant  
Bishop   Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
Bishop   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  

 
Bishop   Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

 bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God's help.  
 
Bishop   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

 return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God's help.  
 
Bishop   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God's help.  
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Bishop   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God's help.  
 
Bishop   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of

 every human being?  
People I will, with God's help.  
 
Prayers for the Candidates  
The Bishop then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions   
Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
A period of silence follows.  
 
Then the Bishop says  
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Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you 
have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you 
have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them 
at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set 
before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
For Confirmation  
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says  
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and 
sustain him all the days of his life. Amen.  
 
or this  
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours for ever, 
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your everlasting 
kingdom. Amen.  
 
The Bishop concludes with this prayer  
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your 
Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your 
Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Bishop then says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #410 - Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 

 
Anthem  
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Eucharistic Prayer B 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord, you have received us 
as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to 
guide us into all truth.  
  
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days, you 
sent Him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
Him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
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On the night before He died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given 
thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me."  
 
Therefore, according to His command, O Father,  
 
Celebrant and People  
We remember His death, 
We proclaim His resurrection,  
We await His coming in glory;  
 
The Celebrant continues  
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and His Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
His sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through Him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation.  
 
By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are 
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
 
 
 
 



 13 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   
 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #470 - There's a wideness in God's mercy 

 
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
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Churchy Terms of the Week! 
 
Bishop - One of the three orders of ordained ministers in the church, bishops are charged with 
the apostolic work of leading, supervising, and uniting the church. Bishops represent Christ and 
his church, and they are called to provide Christian vision and leadership for their dioceses. The 
BCP (p. 855) notes that the bishop is “to act in Christ’s name for the reconciliation of the 
world and the building up of the church; and to ordain others to continue Christ’s ministry.” 
Bishops stand in the apostolic succession, maintaining continuity in the present with the 
ministry of the Apostles. Bishops serve as chief pastors of the church, exercising a ministry of 
oversight and supervision. Diocesan bishops hold jurisdiction in their dioceses, with particular 
responsibility for the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the church. Bishops serve as the focus 
for diocesan unity and for the unity of their dioceses with the wider church. Since the bishop’s 
ministry is a ministry of oversight, the term “episcopal” (derived from the Greek episcopos, 
“overseer”,) is applied to matters pertaining to bishops. An “episcopal” church is a church 
governed by bishops, and “episcopal” services are led by bishops. Episcopal services in the 
BCP include the services for the Ordination and Consecration of Bishops, Ordination of 
Priests, Ordination of Deacons, the Celebration of a New Ministry, and the Consecration of a 
Church or Chapel. Bishops also preside at services of Confirmation, Reception, or 
Reaffirmation. Bishops bless altars and fonts, and the blessing of chalices and patens and 
church bells are traditionally reserved for the bishop. In the Episcopal Church, diocesan and 
suffragan bishops are elected by Diocesan Convention. Bishops-elect are ordained and 
consecrated after consents have been received from a majority of the diocesan standing 
committees and from a majority of the bishops exercising jurisdiction in the Episcopal Church. 
If the episcopal election takes place within three months before General Convention, the 
consent of the House of Deputies is required instead of a majority of the standing committees. 
Three bishops are required to participate in the ordination and consecration of a bishop. 
Diocesan bishops may be succeeded by bishops-coadjutor upon resignation of diocesan 
jurisdiction. Diocesan bishops may also be assisted by suffragan and assistant bishops, who 
have no right of succession upon the resignation of the diocesan bishop. 
 
Episcopal Visitation - A bishop’s official pastoral visit to a congregation of the diocese. 
Canon law requires every diocesan bishop to visit every congregation in his or her diocese at 
least once every three years. The canonical purposes of a visitation are for the bishop to 
examine the condition of the congregation, oversee the clergy, preach, confirm, preside at the 
eucharist, and examine parochial records. The BCP also assumes that the bishop’s visitation 
will be an occasion for baptism, and that the bishop will preside. 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000.  
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“Good Shepherd” by Henry Ossawa Tanner, 1902 - 1903 
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