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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I  

S U N D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  11 ,  2022  
T H E  T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  

 

Processional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #68 - Rejoice! rejoice, believers 
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The Word of God 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.  
People  His mercy endureth for ever.  
 
The Celebrant continues 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us.  
People Christ, have mercy upon us 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.   
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray 
 
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen.  
 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah (35:1 – 10), 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing.  
 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the majesty of our God. 
 
Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 
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Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear!  

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance,  

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you."  

 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert;  
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water;  
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
 
A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way;  
the unclean shall not travel on it, 

but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  
No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;  
they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there.  
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing;  
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness,  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
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Canticle 15 Page 91, BCP 
The Song of Mary Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 
  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Letter to James (5:7 – 10), 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #640 - Watchman, tell us of the night 

    
 

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2 - 11) 
People   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
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 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’  

 
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ 
 
Sermon by The Rev. Stephen C. Day 
 
The Nicene Creed [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and His kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
The Prayers of the People [The people may be seated] 
The Deacon or other person appointed says  
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world.  
 
After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed.  
Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire  continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.  
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially to Marty our 
Bishop and Stephen our Priest, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 
and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.  
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their lives.  
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We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land, especially Joseph our President, Greg our Governor, and Bill our Mayor, 
that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.  
 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 
stewards of thy bounty.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 
who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Kenya. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Gethsemane, Manhattan and The Rev. Bob 
Honeychurch, Interim Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dannielle, David, Dorothy, Richard, Robert, and 
Yvonne.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace 
so to follow the good examples of Saint Stephen and of all thy saints, that with them we may 
be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  
 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen.  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant then says  
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
 
Silence may be kept.  
 
Minister and People  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
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and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for His sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of His great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto Him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit. 
 
Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #615 - "Thy kingdom come!" (verses 1-3) 
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Anthem  

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer I 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
People It is meet and right so to do.  
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst send thy 
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in Him of everlasting life; 
that when He shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold His appearing.  
 
Therefore, with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing,  
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Celebrant and People  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in His holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that His precious death and sacrifice, 
until His coming again.  
 
For in the night in which He was betrayed, He took bread; and when He had given thanks, He 
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me."  
 
Likewise, after supper, He took the cup; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me."  
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 
Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance His blessed passion and precious death, His 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 
innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.  
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And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of His death and passion, may be partakers of His 
most blessed Body and Blood.  
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in His blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.  
 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others 
who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 
one body with Him, that He may dwell in us, and we in Him.  
 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 
we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 
pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
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For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer  
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have 
mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and 
to drink His blood, that we may evermore dwell in Him, and He in us. Amen.  
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms 
crossed.  Gluten-free wafers are available, please inform the greeter/usher as soon as possible. 

If you wish to receive the wine, we ask you to either take a sip from the chalice or hand over 
the wafer to the person with the chalice who will then carefully intinct the wafer and hand it 

back to you.  
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee  
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the  
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy  
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of  
thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very  
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the  
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,  
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly  
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy  
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do  
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the  
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #66 - Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

 
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Churchy Term of the Week – Saint Mary the Virgin, Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
Mary the mother of Jesus has been an object of veneration in the church since the apostolic age. She has been a 
favorite subject in art, music, and literature. Her humility and obedience to the message of God at the time of 
the Incarnation have made her an example for all ages of Christians. The following events of her life are in the 
NT: her betrothal to Joseph; the annunciation by the angel that she would be the mother of the Messiah; her 
visit to Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist; the birth of Jesus; the visits of the shepherds and the wise 
men; the presentation of Jesus in the temple; the flight into Egypt; the visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve 
years old; the wedding at Cana; an occasion when Mary and Jesus’ brothers asked to speak to him while he was 
speaking to the people; the crucifixion when Jesus commended her to John; and the meeting with the apostles 
in the upper room after the Ascension. Early in church history she was honored and esteemed. Irenaeus called 
her the New Eve, Athanasius taught her perpetual virginity, and the Council of Ephesus in 431 declared her 
Theotokos, Mother of God, because of the hypostatic union of divinity and humanity in the one person Jesus 
Christ. Anglicanism has not generally accepted beliefs concerning Mary’s perpetual virginity or bodily 
assumption to heaven after her death, but some hold these views as pious opinions. In addition to Christmas, 
feasts associated with Mary include the Presentation, the Annunciation, and the Visitation. Mary the Virgin is 
commemorated in the Episcopal calendar of the church year on Aug. 15. 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000. 
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“Annunciation” by Henry Ossawa Tanner, 1898 
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