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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I  

S U N D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  25 ,  2022  
F E A S T  O F  T H E  N A T I V I T Y  –  C H R I S T M A S  D A Y  

 

The Word of God 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be His kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant continues 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Celebrant and People then join in Song of Praise 
Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men.  
We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

that takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer.  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  
have mercy upon us.  

For thou only art holy;  
thou only art the Lord;  
thou only, O Christ,  

with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.   
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.   
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray 
 
Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him and as at 
this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate and made thy children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever, one God, world without 
end. Amen.  
 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (62:6 – 12), 
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;  
all day and all night 

they shall never be silent. 
You who remind the Lord, 

take no rest,  
and give him no rest 

until he establishes Jerusalem  
and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

The Lord has sworn by his right hand 
and by his mighty arm:  

I will not again give your grain 
to be food for your enemies,  

and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
for which you have labored;  

but those who garner it shall eat it 
and praise the Lord,  

and those who gather it shall drink it 
in my holy courts. 

Go through, go through the gates, 
prepare the way for the people;  

build up, build up the highway, 
clear it of stones,  
lift up an ensign over the peoples.  
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The Lord has proclaimed 
to the end of the earth: 

Say to daughter Zion, 
"See, your salvation comes;  

his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him."  

They shall be called, "The Holy People, 
The Redeemed of the Lord";  

and you shall be called, "Sought Out, 
A City Not Forsaken." 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 97 

1 The Lord is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

 
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 

righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 
 
3 A fire goes before him * 

and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 
4 His lightnings light up the world; * 

the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * 

at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 

and all the peoples see his glory. 
 
7 Confounded be all who worship carved images 

and delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 
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8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O Lord. 

 
9 For you are the Lord, 

most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 

 
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * 

he preserves the lives of his saints 
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

 
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 

and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
 
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * 

and give thanks to his holy Name. 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Titus (3:4 – 7), 
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because 
of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water 
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 

    
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:8 - 20) 
People   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
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in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." So, they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ 
 
Sermon by The Rev. Stephen C. Day 
 
The Nicene Creed [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
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in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and His kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
The Prayers of the People [The people may be seated] 
The Deacon or other person appointed says  
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world.  
 
After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed.  
Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire  continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.  
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially to Marty our 
Bishop and Stephen our Priest, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 
and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.  
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their lives.  
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land, especially Joseph our President, Greg our Governor, and Bill our Mayor, 
that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.  
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Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 
stewards of thy bounty.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 
who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Melanesia. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Holy Spirit, Missoula and the Rev. Terri Grotzinger, 
Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Dannielle, David, Dorothy, Richard, and Yvonne.  
We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace 
so to follow the good examples of Saint Stephen and of all thy saints, that with them we may 
be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  
 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit. 
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Eucharistic Prayer I 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
People It is meet and right so to do.  
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst give Jesus 
Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was 
made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary His mother; that we might be delivered 
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children.  
 
Therefore, with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing,  
 
Celebrant and People  
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in His holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that His precious death and sacrifice, 
until His coming again.  
 
For in the night in which He was betrayed, He took bread; and when He had given thanks, He 
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me."  
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Likewise, after supper, He took the cup; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me."  
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 
Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance His blessed passion and precious death, His 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 
innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of His death and passion, may be partakers of His 
most blessed Body and Blood.  
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in His blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.  
 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others 
who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 
one body with Him, that He may dwell in us, and we in Him.  
 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 
we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 
pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms 
crossed.  Gluten-free wafers are available, please inform the greeter/usher as soon as possible. 

If you wish to receive the wine, we ask you to either take a sip from the chalice or hand over 
the wafer to the person with the chalice who will then carefully intinct the wafer and hand it 

back to you.  
 
 
Churchy Term of the Week – Incarnation  
The term, from the Latin carnis (“flesh”) literally means “enfleshment.” It reflects the christological doctrine 
that Jesus was fully human and fully divine, the Son of God “in the flesh.” It is based on Jn 1:14, “And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us.”  
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During the first four centuries of the church, the nature of the relationship of divine and human in Jesus was 
hotly contested. The notion that Jesus, a mere human being, was “adopted” by God (Adoptionism); or that 
Jesus was purely God and merely seemed to have human form (Docetism); or that Jesus had two completely 
distinct natures, divine and human (Nestorianism); or that Jesus had a single divine nature (Monophysitism) 
were all rejected by general councils of the church. In contrast, the orthodox doctrine of the Incarnation 
recognized Jesus to be “truly God and truly man ... in two natures, without confusion, without change, without 
division, without separation,” as noted by the Council of Chalcedon (451) (BCP, p. 864). 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee  
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the  
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy  
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of  
thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very  
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the  
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,  
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly  
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy  
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do  
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the  
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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“The birth of Jesus with shepherds” by JESUS MAFA, 1973 
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