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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  26 ,  2023  
T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  I N  L E N T   

 

Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #448 - O love, how deep, how broad, how high (v. 1 - 3) 

 
 
A Penitential Order: Rite Two 
The people standing, the Celebrant says  

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.   
People   His mercy endures for ever.  
 
The Celebrant may read the following sentences 
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these." Mark 12:29-31  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant then says  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
Silence may be kept. Minister and People  
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy.  
People  Christ, have mercy.  
Celebrant Lord, have mercy.  

 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.   
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray 
 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly 
to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of 
us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis (2:15 – 17; 3:1 - 7), 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And 
the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the 
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tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die.” 
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.’“ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 32  

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 

 
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * 

and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 

because of my groaning all day long. 
 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 

and did not conceal my guilt. 
 
6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." * 

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
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7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

 
8 You are my hiding-place; 

you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 

I will guide you with my eye. 
 
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you." 

 
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * 

shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans (5:12 - 19), 
As sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread 
to all because all have sinned-- sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 
reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to 
come. 
 
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man's trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For 
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion 
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
 
Therefore, just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man's disobedience the 
many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 
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Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 

    
Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #150 - Forty days and forty nights (v. 1 – 3) 

 
 
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (4:1 - 11) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But 
he answered,  
 
“It is written,  

‘One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  

 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,  

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’  
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,  

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”  
 
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
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Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

 
‘Worship the Lord your God,  

and serve only him.’”  
 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.  
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon by The Rev. Stephen C. Day 
 
The Nicene Creed [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and His kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
The Prayers of the People – Form VI [The people may be seated] 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
Silence  
 
For all people in their daily life and work;  
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  
 
For this community, the nation, and the world;  
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
 
For the just and proper use of your creation;  
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  
 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Marty our Bishop; and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church.  
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  



 8 

Silence  
The People may add their own petitions  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Scottish Episcopal Church. 
  
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for All Saint's, Big Sky and for the Rev. Miriam Schmidt, 
ELCA Pastor.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Alice, Corbin, Dannielle, Jennie, Michael, Richard, 
and Zander.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
Prayer for the Parish 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all 
things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your 
holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Hear us, Lord;  
For your mercy is great.  
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  
Silence  
The People may add their own thanksgivings  
 
We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever.  
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
Silence  
The People may add their own petitions  
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  
Who put their trust in you.  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant then concludes with the following prayer  
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  



 9 

The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit. 
 
 
Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #142 - Lord, who throughout these forty days (v 1 - 3)  

 
 
 
Anthem  
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Eucharistic Prayer C 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and 
prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and 
renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have 
prepared for those who love you.  
  
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Celebrant and People  

 
 
Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all.  
 
He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
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On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Celebrant and People  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 
The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  



 12 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms 
crossed.  Gluten-free wafers are available, please inform the greeter/usher as soon as possible. 

If you wish to receive the wine, we ask you to either take a sip from the chalice or hand over the wafer to the 
person with the chalice who will then carefully intinct the wafer and hand it back to you.  
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
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Churchy Term of the Week – Penitential Order 
The eucharist may begin with a penitential order (BCP, pp. 319–321, 351–353). The Penitential 
Order includes an acclamation and the confession of sin and absolution. It may also include the 
decalogue, and one or more appropriate sentences of scripture. These sentences of scripture 
include the Summary of the Law, Mt 22:37–40 or Mark 12:29–31 ; 1 Jn 1:8–9; and Heb 4:14, 
16. The Penitential Order may be used as an entrance rite during Lent or other times to 
emphasize the penitential aspect of the eucharist. The Penitential Order may be used as a 
separate service. When used separately, it concludes with suitable prayers and the grace or a 
blessing. When the Penitential Order is used to begin the eucharist, the service continues with 
the Gloria in excelsis, the Kyrie eleison, or the Trisagion. The confession and absolution are not 
repeated later in the service. A deacon or lay person who leads the Penitential Order uses a 
modified form for the absolution, praying “Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life” (BCP, p. 321, 353). The Penitential Order is presented by the BCP 
in both traditional and contemporary language. The Rite 1 (traditional language) version of the 
Penitential Order includes both the general confession from the eucharistic rite, and the general 
confession from Rite 1 Morning Prayer (pp. 320–321). 
 
Bonus Churchy Term of the Season - Lent  
Early Christians observed “a season of penitence and fasting” in preparation for the Paschal 
feast, or Pascha (BCP, pp. 264–265). The season now known as Lent (from an Old English 
word meaning “spring,” the time of lengthening days) has a long history. Originally, in places 
where Pascha was celebrated on a Sunday, the Paschal feast followed a fast of up to two days. 
In the third century this fast was lengthened to six days. Eventually this fast became attached 
to, or overlapped, another fast of forty days, in imitation of Christ’s fasting in the wilderness. 
The forty-day fast was especially important for converts to the faith who were preparing for 
baptism, and for those guilty of notorious sins who were being restored to the Christian 
assembly. In the western church the forty days of Lent extend from Ash Wednesday through 
Holy Saturday, omitting Sundays. The last three days of Lent are the sacred Triduum of Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Today Lent has reacquired its significance as the 
final preparation of adult candidates for baptism. Joining with them, all Christians are invited 
“to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and 
self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word” (BCP, p. 265). 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000. 
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Closing Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #559 - Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

 
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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“Jesus Carried up to a Pinnacle of the Temple” by James Tissot, ~1886 - 1894 
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