
 1 

S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  19 ,  2023  
T H E  L A S T  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  E P I P H A N Y   

 

Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #427 - When morning gilds the skies (v. 1 - 3) 

 
 
The Word of God 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant continues 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Celebrant and People then join in Song of Praise 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
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almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.   
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray 
 
O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus (24:12 – 18), 
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you 
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” So, Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 
of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron 
and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”  
 
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of 
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 
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devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered 
the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 99 

1 The Lord is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 

 
2 The Lord is great in Zion; * 

he is high above all peoples. 
 
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 

he is the Holy One. 
 
4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 

you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

 
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 

and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 

 
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 

and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 

 
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 

they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 
 
8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * 

you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
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9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 

 
A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter (1:16 - 21), 
We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor 
and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this 
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 
So, we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. First of all, you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s 
own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 

    
Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #129 - Christ upon the mountain peak 

 
 



 5 

 
 
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (17:1 - 9) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While 
he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone.  
 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 
until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon by The Rev. Stephen C. Day 
 
The Nicene Creed [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and His kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
The Prayers of the People – Form III [The people may be seated] 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
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Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 
Give to the departed eternal rest;  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Rwanda (Eglise 
Anglicane du Rwanda). 
  
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Mark's, Anaconda and the Rev. Theresa Kelley 
Bergmann, Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Alice, Corbin, Dannielle, Jennie, Michael, Richard,  
and Zander.  We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital. 
 
Prayer for the Parish 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all 
things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your 
holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Deacon or Celebrant then concludes with the following prayer  
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Confession of Sins and Absolution 
The Deacon or Celebrant says  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
Silence may be kept.  
Minister and People  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit. 
 
 
 



 9 

Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #530 - Spread, O spread, thou mighty word (v. 1 - 3) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Anthem  
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Eucharistic Prayer C 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages, you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By His blood, He reconciled us.  
By His wounds, we are healed.  
 
And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
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Celebrant and People  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
 
The Celebrant continues  
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by Him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
On the night He was betrayed He took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
 
After supper, He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
Remembering now His work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
We celebrate His death and resurrection,  
as we await the day of His coming.  
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in His name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
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Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
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All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms 
crossed.  Gluten-free wafers are available, please inform the greeter/usher as soon as possible. 

If you wish to receive the wine, we ask you to either take a sip from the chalice or hand over the wafer to the 
person with the chalice who will then carefully intinct the wafer and hand it back to you.  

 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
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Churchy Term of the Week – The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
Feast that celebrates Jesus’ radical change of appearance while in the presence of Peter, James, and 
John, on a high mountain (Mt 17:1–8; Mk 9:2–8; Lk 9:28–36). The Gospel of Matthew records that 
“he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as 
light.” At this moment Moses and Elijah appeared, and they were talking with Jesus. Peter, 
misunderstanding the meaning of this manifestation, offered to “make three booths” for Jesus, Moses, 
and Elijah. A bright cloud overshadowed them and a voice from the cloud stated, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” The disciples fell on their faces in awe, but Jesus 
encouraged them to arise and “have no fear.” They saw only Jesus. This event is alluded to in 2 Pt 
1:16–18, which records that “we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” and “we were with him on the holy 
mountain.” The Transfiguration revealed Christ’s glory prior to the crucifixion, and it anticipated his 
resurrection and ascension. It may have given strength and comfort to his disciples in the difficult 
times that followed. It also prefigures the glorification of human nature in Christ.  
 
Celebration of the Transfiguration began in the eastern church in the late fourth century. The feast is 
celebrated on Aug. 6. This was the date of the dedication of the first church built on Mount Tabor, 
which is traditionally considered to be the “high mountain” of the Transfiguration. Others locate the 
Transfiguration on Mount Hermon or the Mount of Olives. Celebration of the feast was not common 
in the western church until the ninth century. It was declared a universal feast of the western church by 
Pope Callistus III in 1457. The feast was first included in the English Prayer Book as a black letter day 
in the 1561 revision of the calendar of the church year. It was included as a red-letter day with proper 
collect and readings in the American Prayer Book of 1892. Its inclusion reflects the efforts of William 
Reed Huntington, who wrote the BCP collect for the Transfiguration. This collect prays, “O God, 
who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, 
in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this 
world, may by faith behold the king in his beauty” (BCP, p. 243). The Transfiguration is listed among 
the holy days of the church year as a Feast of our Lord. Other provinces of the Anglican Communion 
followed the lead of the Episcopal Church in celebrating the Transfiguration as a major feast. The 
Transfiguration gospel is used on the Last Sunday after the Epiphany in all three years of the 
BCP eucharistic lectionary. As an Epiphany story, the Transfiguration provides one of the most 
distinctive and dramatic showings of Jesus’ divinity. The Hymnal 1982 provides several hymns for the 
Transfiguration, including “Christ upon the mountain peak” (Hymns 129–130) and “O wondrous 
type! O vision fair” (Hymns 136–137). 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000. 
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Closing Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #135 - Songs of thankfulness and praise 

 
 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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“Transfiguration” by JESUS MAFA, 1973 
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