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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  A P R I L  2 ,  2023  
P A L M  S U N D A Y  –  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  P A S S I O N  

 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
Celebrant  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.  
People   Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  
 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (21:1 - 11) 
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he 
will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 

 
"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
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When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The 
crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and 
branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that 
we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that 
leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and  
for ever. Amen. 
 
The following or some other suitable anthem may then be sung or said  
Celebrant  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
People  Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in peace.  
People  In the name of Christ. Amen.  
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Processional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #154 - All glory, laud, and honor (v. 1 - 3)  

 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us 
the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, 
and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (50:4 - 9a), (found in bulletin insert) 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 31:9 – 16 (found in bulletin insert) 
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #474 - When I survey the wondrous cross 

 
 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (26:14 – 27:66) 
The congregation may be seated for the first part of the Passion. At the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha all stand.  
 
Silent Reflection 
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
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Offertory Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing Vol. 2 #149 - O Jesus scourged (v. 1 - 3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Anthem  
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Eucharistic Prayer B [Please stand, as you are able] 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins He was 
lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by His suffering 
and death, He became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in Him.  
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Celebrant and People  

 
 
Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days, you 
sent Him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
Him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 
On the night before He died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given 
thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
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After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me."  
 
Therefore, according to His command, O Father,  
 
Celebrant and People  
We remember His death, 
We proclaim His resurrection,  
We await His coming in glory;  
 
The Celebrant continues  
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and His Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
His sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through Him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation.  
 
By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are 
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
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as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms 
crossed.  Gluten-free wafers are available, please inform the greeter/usher as soon as possible. 

If you wish to receive the wine, we ask you to either take a sip from the chalice or hand over the wafer to the 
person with the chalice who will then carefully intinct the wafer and hand it back to you.  
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
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Churchy Term of the Day –Palm Sunday (The Sunday of the Passion)  
The Sunday before Easter at which Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Mt21:l-11, Mk 11:1–1 la, Lk 
19:29–0) and Jesus’ Passion on the cross (Mt 26:36–27:66, Mk 14:32–15:47, Lk 22:39–23:56) are 
recalled. It is also known as the Sunday of the Passion. Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week. Red 
is the liturgical color for the day. The observance of Palm Sunday in Jerusalem was witnessed by the 
pilgrim Egeria in about 381–384. During this observance there was a procession of people down the 
Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. The people waved branches of palms or olive trees as they walked. 
They sang psalms, including Ps 118, and shouted the antiphon, “Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord!” The Palm Sunday observance was generally accepted throughout the church by the 
twelfth century. However, the day was identified in the 1549 BCP as simply “The Sunday next before 
Easter.” The blessing of branches and the procession were not included. The 1928 BCP added the 
phrase “commonly called Palm Sunday” to the title of the day. A form for blessing palms was 
provided by the Book of Offices (1960). The 1979 BCP presents the full title for the day, “The Sunday of 
the Passion: Palm Sunday” (BCP, p. 270). The liturgy of the palms is the entrance rite for the service. 
The congregation may gather at a place apart from the church and process to the church after the 
blessing of the branches of palm or other trees (BCP, p. 270). The liturgy of the palms includes a 
reading of one of the gospel accounts of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem. The branches may be 
distributed to the people before the service or after the prayer of blessing. All the people hold 
branches in their hands during the procession. Appropriate hymns, psalms, or anthems are sung. The 
Prayer Book notes that the hymn “All glory, laud, and honor” (Hymns 154–155) and Ps 118:19–29 
may be used (BCP, p. 271). The Hymnal 1982 also provides “Ride on! ride on in majesty!” (Hymn 156) 
and “Hosanna in the highest” (Hymn 157) for the procession at the liturgy of the palms. The Hymnal 
1982 provides musical settings for the opening anthem, the blessing over the branches, and the 
bidding for the procession (Hymn 153). The procession may halt for a station at an appropriate place 
such as the church door. The BCP provides a stational collect which may be used (p. 272). The palm 
liturgy may be led by a deacon or lay reader if a bishop or priest is unavailable.  
 
When the service includes the eucharist, the liturgy of the palms is followed by the salutation and the 
collect of the day. The service changes focus abruptly from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the 
solemnity of the Passion. In the 1979 BCP, the Passion gospel is drawn from one of the three synoptic 
accounts of the Passion, one of which is appointed for each of the three years in the eucharistic 
lectionary. The Passion gospel is announced simply, “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to __________.” The customary responses before and after the gospel are omitted (BCP, p. 272). The 
Passion gospel may be read or chanted by lay persons. Specific roles may be assigned to different 
persons, with the congregation taking the part of the crowd (BCP, p. 273). It is customary to observe a 
brief time of silence when the moment of Jesus’ death is described by the narrator. The Hymnal 1982 
provides a variety of hymns concerning the Passion, including “Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle” 
(Hymns 165–166), “O sacred head, sore wounded” (Hymns 168–169), and “Were you there when they 
crucified my Lord?” (Hymn 172). 
 

Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church 
Publishing Inc., 2000. 
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #168 - O sacred head, sore wounded (verses 1 - 3) 

 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 12 

 
 
 

 
“Capture of Christ” by Master of the Karlsruhe Passion (notname), 1450 
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