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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST

SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE 11
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

Processional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #541 - Come, labor on (verses 1-3)
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1 does the Mas - ter say, “Go work to - day.”
2 du - ty have for - got, he slum - bered___ not.
3 may our God ful - fill his right - eous will.

Words: Jane Laurie Borthwick (1813-1897), alt. Music: Ora Labora, Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953).

The Word of God
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All say together a song of praise



Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lovd Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you arve seated at the right hand of the Father:
recetve our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen. [The people may be seated]

A Reading from the Book of Exodus (16:2 — 15),

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they
will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will
be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So, Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites,

2



“In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When

the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because
the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your

complaining is not against us but against the Lord.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to

the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation
of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the
cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say
to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread;
then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.”

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of
dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to
one another, “What is it?”” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the
bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *

make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *

and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *

continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
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6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.

38 Egypt was glad of their going, *

because they were afraid of them.

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *

and a fire to give light in the night season.

40 They asked, and quails appeared, *
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *

so the river ran in the dry places.

42. For God remembered his holy word *

and Abraham his servant.

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *

his chosen with shouts of joy.

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
and they took the fruit of others' toil,

45 That they might keep his statutes *

and observe his laws.

Hallelujah!

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (1:21 — 30),

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for

you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for



your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus

when I come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this
is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ,
but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and
now hear that I still have.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Reader
People

Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #482 - Lord of all hopefulness
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
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be there at our Iab - ors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom-ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the mnoon of the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953). By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The
Church Hymnary,1927; harm. Hymnal 1982.




[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (20:1 - 16)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in
the marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock,
he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more;
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wager Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I
am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Chyist
Sermon

The Nicene Creed [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form III [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.



We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to shave in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Stlence

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of Ireland.

In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for Holy Trinity, Troy.

In our St. Stephen’s community, we pray for Danielle, David, Jane, Jennie, Jerry, Michael,

Richard, and Woody. We also pray for our adopted unit at The Billings Clinic hospital.

The Deacon or Celebrant then concludes with the following prayer

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this

parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all

things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your

holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.



Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2



Offertory Hymn: Voice
0

Anthem

s Found #7

6 - Those who labor for the Lord

-

1
11
T
1T

AV ) ! N  — - j— T T ]
= —¢ = = = ] |
< o
1 Those who la - bor for the Lord,
2 Here the ban - quet now is laid,
3 Take the bread of hea - ven now,
» P U
ﬁﬂ I - H HHE ]
= = ! e e o |
T T | I 1
N a4 | N .
o~ o I t — f —+ |
[ £ Py - T 1 I 1 T 1
374 = T o T | = ]
O S— s s 3 g
here come, to find their rest.
and here the feast is set.
and taste the glo - rious wine
_A\_ﬁ_’- .’
r ]
iR — i — E |
I | T
0N | N . , |
Pt == == |
I i T & Iﬁ ]
All can have the wel - come saved
Here the hun - gry heart is fed,
Go, re - freshed, your spi - rit blessed,
- P
% I - H e ]
} !' : 2 EE o :
Oy | N )
y i o f t — f — i |
- 1 1 T | 1 il |
for ev - ery wear - Yy guest.
and here the Christ is met.
re - mem - b'ring Christ’'s  de - sign
/—\
oy 2 # 1
t t i |

i

Words: Beverly Easterling © 1949 Beverly Easterly. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music:

Carl Haywood © Carl Haywood. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
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Eucharistic Prayer C [Please stand, as you are able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages, you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By His blood, He reconciled us.

By His wounds, we are healed.

And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and

martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim

with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel]

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by Him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night He was betrayed He took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to
his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me."

After supper, He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now His work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate His death and resurrection,
as we await the day of His coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only,
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in His name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting s not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving commmunion, simply come forward with your arms crossed. Gluten-free
wafers are available, please inform the greeter/ usher as soon as possible.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Announcements
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Recessional Hymn: Wonder Love and Praise #778 - We all are one in mission
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Words: Rusty Edwards (b. 1955). Music: Nyland, Finnish folk melody; adapt. and harm. David Evans (1874-1948).

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.
15



“The Late-arriving Workers” ES US MAFA, 1973

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
1241 Crawford Drive
Billings, Montana 59102
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt(@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using 77tesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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