SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HoOLY EUCHARIST: RITE 11
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2024
SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND SECULARIZATION
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Opening Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #517 - How lovely is thy dwelling place
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Words: Para. of Psalm 84; sts. 1-2, The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, alt.; sts. 3-4, Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944). Sts. 3-4,
Copyright © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL. 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Brother
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Jame’s Air, J. L. Mcbeth Bain (1840?-1925). By permission of Oxford University Press.
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The Word of God
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant continues

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All say together a song of praise
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lovd Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you arve seated at the right hand of the Father:
recetve our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.



[The people may be seated for the readings]

A Reading from the Book of Proverbs (27:1 - 6, 10 - 12),
Do not boast about tomotrrow,

for you do not know what a day may bring.

Let another praise you and not your own mouth,
a stranger and not your own lips.

A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty,

but a fool’s provocation is heavier than both.
Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming,

but who is able to stand before jealousy?

Better is open rebuke

than hidden love.

Well meant are the wounds a friend inflicts,

but profuse are the kisses of an enemy.

Do not forsake your friend or the friend of your parent;

do not go to the house of your kindred in the day of your calamity.
Better is a neighbor who is nearby

than kindred who are far away.

Be wise, my child, and make my heart glad,

so that I may answer whoever reproaches me.

The clever see danger and hide,

but the simple go on and suffer for it.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians (2:1 - 13),

If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit,

any tender affection and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the

same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to

your own interests but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ

Jesus,
who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,



but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

assuming human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human,
he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

Therefore, God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name

that is above every other name,

so that at the name given to Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God



Sequence Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #518 - Christ is made the sure foundation
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Words: Latin, ca. 7th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1818-1856), alt. Music: Westminster
Abbey, Henry Purcell (1659-1695), adapt; desc. James Gillespie (b. 1929). Descant by permission of Church Society, London.
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[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (18:15-18, 25-27)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside
at the gate. So, the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the
woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not
also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police
had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming

themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one
of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high
priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the

garden with him?” Again, Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ
Homily

The Prayers of the People — Form IV [The people may be seated]
Deacon or other leader

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good.

Stlence



Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Stlence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Confession of Sins and Absolution
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2



Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #535 - Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim (verses 1-2)
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music: Paderborn, melody from Catolisch-Paderbornisches Gesang-buch, 1765; harm.
Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947).
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you ate able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our great High Priest; in whom
we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we might offer before you a sacrifice of

praise and prayer which is holy and pleasing in your sight.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel]

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to

you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Al are welcome at the Lord’s Table at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving commmunion, simply come forward with your arms crossed. Gluten-free
wafers are available, please inform the greeter/ usher as soon as possible.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

SECULARIZING A CONSECRATED BUILDING

The Altars and all consecrated and dedicated objects that are to be preserved are removed from the building before the service begins.
The bishop, or a minister appointed by the bishop, presides.

The Presiding Minister, using these or similar words, says

We who are gathered here know that this building, which has been consecrated and set apart
tfor the ministry of God’s holy Word and Sacraments, will no longer be used in this way, but
will be taken down (used for other purposes).

To many of you this building has been hallowed by cherished memories, and we know that

some will suffer a sense of loss. We pray that they will be comforted by the knowledge that the
presence of God is not tied to any place or building.

It is the intention of the diocese that the congregation which worshiped here will not be
deprived of the ministry of Word and Sacrament.

Let the Bishop’s Declaration of Secularization now be read.

Then a Warden, or other person appointed, reads the bishop’s Declaration
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After the foregoing Declaration has been read, the Presiding Minister says
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Minister Let us pray.

Minister and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

Then the Presiding Minister says

Lord God, in your great goodness you once accepted to your honor and glory this building,
now secularized: Receive our praise and thanksgiving for the blessings, help, and comfort
which you bestowed upon your people in this place. Continue, we pray, your many mercies in
your Church, that we may be conscious at all times of your unchanging love; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our prayers, and dispose the way of your servants
towards the attainment of everlasting salvation; that among the swift and varied changes of this
world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord bless us and keep us. Amen.
The Lord make his face to shine upon us,
and be gracious to us. Amen.

The Lord lift up his countenance upon us,

and give us peace. Amen.

14



Blessing

foundation (verses 1-3)
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1 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

2 and to one hope she press - es, with ev-ery grace en - dued.

3 and soon the mnight of  weep - ing shall be the morn of song.

Words: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900). Music: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1818-1876).

Celebrant
People

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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Photo of Saint Stephen’s in early 19505 provided by Alice Hannabs,
widow of the Reverend John Hannabs first priest at Saint Stephen’s

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
P.O. Box 21180

Billings, Montana 59104
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017

Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com

Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using 77tesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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