SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
+)+ HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I1
+]+ SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2024
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Opening Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #215 - See the Conqueror mounts in triumph
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Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885), alt. Music: In Babilone, melody from Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en
Contradanseu, 1710; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944).

In place of the above, from Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lovd Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
recetve our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. [The people may
be seated for the readings]



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:15-17, 21-26),

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about
one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who
arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.
So, one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went
in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken
up from us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So, they
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then
they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two
you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned
aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and

he was added to the eleven apostles.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 1
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,

nor sat in the seats of the scornfull!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.



A Reading from The First Letter of John (5:9 - 13),

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of
God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the

testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not

believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has

life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may

know that you have eternal life.

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing #161 - Go Preach My Gospel (verses 1- 3)
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Music: Thomas Hastings (1784-1872).
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]

Priest

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (17:6 - 19)
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Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the
scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do
not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you
to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong
to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that
they also may be sanctified in truth.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ
Sermon

The Nicene Creed [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form I [The people may be seated]

Deacon or other leader
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city of Billings, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, in the air, or through outer space, let us pray to the
Lotd.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayers, we pray for The Anglican Church of Burundi.

On the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray Holy Trinity, Troy. We also pray for Camp
Marshall.

Within our parish family, we pray for Candace, Danielle, Doug, Jari, Jennie, Justin, Laura,
Libby, Linda, Michael, and Richard. We also pray for our hosts and partners - the staff and

community members of Saint John’s United.

A Collect for Regular Use during Sunday Worship by Congregations in Discernment

Blessed God, you make all things new: Guide us as we seek your will for a new community of
Word and Sacrament, that it may be leaven for the world’s bread, and wine of delight for hearts
in need; a gathering strong for service and glad in praise; and a people listening and responding
to your presence in their midst; through Jesus our Redeemer and steadfast companion. Amen.



For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lotd.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Detend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion all of the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life,
to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Stlence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

Al stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2



If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time.

Offertory Hymn: My Heart Sings Out #82 - Come now, O Prince of Peace
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Words and Music: O-so-so, Geonyong Lee; para. Marion Pope, alt © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638 [www.giamusic.com]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you ate able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for He is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By His death He has destroyed death,
and by His rising to life again He has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All ave welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Announcements
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Recessional Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #214 - Hail the day that sees him rise
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music: Llanfair, Robert Williams (1781-1821).
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Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia! The Lord is Risen!

We are now in the Easter Season. During this time of new life and new opportunities, we are called on to

reflect on the mission of the Church. At the same time, we are also in a key time of transition as the people of

St. Stephen’s. As we continue to live into our new realities as a community of faith, we are called on to reflect

on who we want to be as a worshiping community. The question we now face is, what do we want to do and

be? We are called on to be a mission-minded or missional people as followers of Christ. So, the question

for all of us is what sort of ministries do we want to be involved with?

Each year the Episcopal Church asks congregations about the Outreach Ministries and Volunteer Activities

they are involved in. Here are some of those they list:

* Food pantry, soup kitchen, or meal projects

* Sustainable food garden/cooperative

* Day care, preschool, before- or after-school programs

* Tutoring or literacy programs

* Health programs (parish nurse, clinics, health education, etc.)
» Community organizing, organized social issue advocacy

* Job placement, job training, employment counseling

* Building projects (such as Habitat for Humanity)

* Support groups (bereavement, divorce, job loss, 12-step, etc.)
* Programs for the elderly and homebound persons

* Clothes closet, thrift store

* Homeless or no-freeze shelter

* Overseas sponsorships, microloans, Heifer Project, Haiti relief
* Refugee resettlement

On Easter Sunday, I began asking those in attendance to think about what they want us to be involved in. We

continue to need your input. Please feel free to share it with me or through one of the following

means.

Lovingly yours in Christ,
Father Stephen

stephend79(@gmail.com
Cell: (304) 633-6454

Or through these options...

Office email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017

Lance Doerr, Senior Warden

ldoerr53@gmail.com
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“Agony in the Garden” by Giovanni Bellini, 1459 - 1465

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
Office and Mailing Address:
1645 Avenue D, Suite D
Billings, Montana 59102
Office Phone: (406) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using 77tesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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