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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  M A Y  26 ,  2024  
T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  P E N T E C O S T  -  T R I N I T Y  S U N D A Y  

 

Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #368 - Holy Father, great Creator 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says  

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant may say  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of a 
true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine 
Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to 
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see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and 
reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. [The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (6:1 - 8), 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with 
two they flew. And one called to another and said: 

 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
 
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”  
 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar 
with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here 
am I; send me!” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 13 - A Song of Praise   Benedictus es, Domine (Said in unison) 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 

you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
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A Reading from First Letter to the Romans (8:12 – 17), 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh-- for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Sequence Hymn: Wonder Love and Praise #812 - I, the Lord of sea and sky 
1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in deepest sin 
 My hand will save. 
 I who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send? 
 
   Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
   I have heard you calling in the night. 
   I will go, Lord, if you lead me, 
   I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people’s pain. 
 I have wept for love of them, 
 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 Give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send? 
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 Refrain 
 
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them, 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 Till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send? 
 
 Refrain 
 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, #812 from Wonder Love and Praise — Words and Music: Daniel L. Schutte. Copyright © 1981, Daniel L. 
Schutte; and New Dawn Music, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (3:1 - 17) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 
 
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
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lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon  
 
The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
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and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People – Form II [The people may be seated] 
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.  
 
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Marty; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for the departed.  
Pray for those who have died.  
Silence  
 
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present  
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayers, we pray for The Church of the Province of Central Africa. 
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On the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Mark's, Anaconda and the Rev. Theresa 
Kelley Bergmann, Rector and the Reverends Mary Alice & Jim Jones, Deacons.  We also pray 
for Camp Marshall. 
 
Within our parish family, we pray for Candace, Danielle, Doug, Jari, Jennie, Justin, Laura, 
Libby, Linda, Michael, and Richard.  We also pray for our hosts and partners - the staff and 
community members of Saint John’s United. 
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  
 
A Collect for Regular Use during Sunday Worship by Congregations in Discernment 
Blessed God, you make all things new: Guide us as we seek your will for a new community of 
Word and Sacrament, that it may be leaven for the world’s bread, and wine of delight for hearts 
in need; a gathering strong for service and glad in praise; and a people listening and responding 
to your presence in their midst; through Jesus our Redeemer and steadfast companion. Amen. 
 
Silence 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Offertory Sentences 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psalm 
96:8, Ephesians 5:2  
 
If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time. 
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Offertory Hymn: Wonder, Love, and Praise #791 - Peace before us (verses 1-4) 
1 Peace before us, peace behind us, 
 peace under our feet. 
 Peace within us, peace over us, 
 let all around us be peace. 
 
2 Love before us, love behind us, 
 love under our feet. 
 Love within us, love over us, 
 let all around us be love. 
 
3 Light before us, light behind us, 
 light under our feet. 
 Light within us, light over us, 
 let all around us be light. 
 
4 Christ before us, Christ behind us, 
 Christ under our feet. 
 Christ within us, Christ over us, 
 let all around us be Christ. 
 
Peace before us, #791 from Wonder Love and Praise — Words: David Haas (b. 1957), based on a Navaho prayer. Music: David Haas (b. 
1957). Copyright © 1987 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

 
Anthem  
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HOLY COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you are able] 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are 
one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Being; and we celebrate the one and 
equal glory of you, O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Celebrant and People  

 
 
Then the Celebrant continues  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all.  
 
He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
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On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Celebrant and People  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 
The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.   
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #473 - Lift high the cross 

 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Churchy Term of the Week - Filioque 
Latin for “and the Son.” The words were added to the Nicene Creed at the Council of Toledo 
in 589 and gradually grew in acceptance in the west. The filioque states that the Holy Spirit 
proceeds not only from the Father, but from the Father and the Son. The Eastern Orthodox 
churches condemn the addition as contrary to the admonition of the Council of Chalcedon 
(451) that no change be made in the faith expressed in the Nicene Creed. Disagreement over 
the filioque was a major cause of conflict between the eastern and western churches. The 
Lambeth Conference of 1988 recommended that the phrase be dropped from the Nicene 
Creed in Anglican churches. The 1994 General Convention of the Episcopal Church resolved 
to delete the filioque from the Nicene Creed in the next edition of the Prayer Book. 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000. 
 

 
What do we want to do and be?  We are called on to be a mission-minded or missional people as followers 
of Christ.  So, the question for all of us is what sort of ministries do we want to be involved with?  
 
Each year the Episcopal Church asks congregations about the Outreach Ministries and Volunteer Activities 
they are involved in.  Here are some of those they list, as examples of possibilities:  
 

• Food pantry, soup kitchen, or meal projects  
• Sustainable food garden/cooperative  
• Day care, preschool, before- or after-school programs  
• Tutoring or literacy programs  
• Health programs (parish nurse, clinics, health education, etc.)  
• Community organizing, organized social issue advocacy  
• Job placement, job training, employment counseling  
• Building projects (such as Habitat for Humanity)  
• Support groups (bereavement, divorce, job loss, 12-step, etc.)  
• Programs for the elderly and homebound persons  
• Clothes closet, thrift store 
• Homeless or no-freeze shelter  
• Overseas sponsorships, microloans, Heifer Project, Haiti relief  
• Refugee resettlement 

 
We continue to need your input.  Please feel free to share it with me or through one of the following means.  
 
Father Stephen   Or through these options…  
stephend79@gmail.com Office email: ststephensmt@gmail.com Lance Doerr, Senior Warden 
Cell: (304) 633-6454  Office Phone: (406) 259-5017   ldoerr53@gmail.com 
 
  

mailto:stephend79@gmail.com
mailto:ststephensmt@gmail.com
mailto:ldoerr53@gmail.com
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“Christ and Nicodemus” by James Tissot, 1886-1894 
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