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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
M O R N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I I  
S U N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  6 ,  2024  

T H E  T W E N T I E T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  P R O P E R  22  
 

Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #376 - Joyful, joyful we adore thee 

 
 
The officiant begins with a passage of scripture 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2  
 



 2 

Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says to the people  
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling  
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Officiant alone says  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
All stand 
Officiant Lord, open our lips.  
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Jubilate Psalm 100  
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  
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Know this: The Lord himself is God;  
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting;  

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 
Psalm 26  
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, 

for I have lived with integrity; * 
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

 
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; * 

examine my heart and my mind. 
 
3 For your love is before my eyes; * 

I have walked faithfully with you. 
 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, * 

nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
 
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; * 

I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, * 

that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 
7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 

and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell * 

and the place where your glory abides. 
 
9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, * 

nor my life with those who thirst for blood, 
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10 Whose hands are full of evil plots, * 

and their right hand full of bribes. 
 
11 As for me, I will live with integrity; * 

redeem me, O Lord, and have pity on me. 
 
12 My foot stands on level ground; * 

in the full assembly I will bless the Lord. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
The Word of God 
A Reading from the Book of Job (1:1; 2:1 – 10), 
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 
 
One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came 
among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you 
come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking 
up and down on it.” The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is 
no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from 
evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no 
reason.” Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to 
save their lives. But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse you to your face.” The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare his 
life.” 
 
So, Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from 
the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, 
and sat among the ashes. 
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Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” But he 
said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the 
hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 11 - The Third Song of Isaiah  
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.  
For behold, darkness covers the land;  

deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
But over you the Lord will rise,  

and his glory will appear upon you.  
Nations will stream to your light,  

and kings to the brightness of your dawning.  
Your gates will always be open;  

by day or night they will never be shut.  
They will call you, The City of the Lord,  

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  
Violence will no more be heard in your land, 

ruin or destruction within your borders.  
You will call your walls, Salvation,  

and all your portals, Praise.  
The sun will no more be your light by day;  

by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.  
The Lord will be your everlasting light,  

and your God will be your glory.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (1:1 - 4; 2:5 – 12), 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 
also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
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he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But 
someone has testified somewhere, 
 

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them,  
or mortals, that you care for them?  

You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;  
you have crowned them with glory and honor,  
subjecting all things under their feet.” 

 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children 
to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one 
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason, Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,  
 

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,  
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #448 - O love, how deep, how broad, how high (v. 1-3) 

 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark (10:2 – 16), 
Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to 
write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, 
‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So, they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
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Silent Reflection 
 
The Apostles’ Creed [Please stand, as you are able] 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
The people stand or kneel  
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
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For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Prayers of the People – Form III [The people may be seated] 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; for Michael Curry our Presiding Bishop, Sean 
Rowe our Presiding Bishop-Elect, and for our Bishop, Marty Stebbins;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 
Give to the departed eternal rest;  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence  
 
On the Anglican Cycle of Prayers, we pray for The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea. 
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On the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of the Trinity Jeffers/Ennis and the 
Rev. Jaime Leonard, Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
On our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for Father Stephen Day and Lance and Nancy Doerr. 
 
Within our parish family, we pray for Danielle, Ed, Jo, Justin, Katie, Laura, and Libby.  We also 
pray for our hosts and partners - the staff and community members of Saint John’s United. 
 
Prayer In Times of Conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 824)  
 
Silence 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords 
with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant 
us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #397 - Now thank we all our God 

 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we 
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your 
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Peace  
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you 
is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 
surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Regular Use during Sunday Worship by Congregations in Discernment 
Blessed God, you make all things new: Guide us as we seek your will for a new community of 
Word and Sacrament, that it may be leaven for the world’s bread, and wine of delight for hearts 
in need; a gathering strong for service and glad in praise; and a people listening and responding 
to your presence in their midst; through Jesus our Redeemer and steadfast companion. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Officiant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
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The General Thanksgiving  
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, 0 Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
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Recessional Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing #218 - Jesus loves me! 

 
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
The Officiant concludes with the following 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21  
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Churchy Term of the Week – Diocese 
The territorial jurisdiction of a diocesan bishop. The term also refers to the congregations and 
church members of the diocese. Before the church adopted the word it had a long secular 
usage. It was originally used in the Roman Empire for an administrative subdivision. A diocese 
was a division of a prefecture of the Roman Empire. In the reorganization of Diocletian and 
Constantine, the Roman Empire was divided into twelve dioceses. As the church expanded out 
from the cities, it adopted the use of the word “diocese,” and ecclesiastical dioceses tended to 
correspond to civil units. For example, at first the Diocese of Georgia corresponded with the 
State of Georgia. Later, many statewide dioceses were divided into smaller dioceses for pastoral 
and practical reasons. For example, the State of New York includes six dioceses. In more 
recent years, some dioceses have been formed from portions of more than one state. The 
Diocese of the Rio Grande includes all of New Mexico and part of west Texas, and the 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast includes portions of southern Alabama and western Florida. 
In England, the diocese is the territory of the bishop and the parish is a subdivision of it. Every 
diocese in the Episcopal Church has a Standing Committee. When there is a bishop in charge 
of the diocese, the Standing Committee is the bishop’s council of advice. When there is no 
bishop, bishop coadjutor or suffragan bishop, the Standing Committee is the ecclesiastical 
authority of the diocese. A diocese usually meets annually in a diocesan convention. Each 
diocese is entitled to representation in the House of Deputies by not more than four ordained 
persons, presbyters or deacons, canonically resident in the diocese, and not more than four lay 
persons, who are confirmed adult communicants of the Episcopal Church and in good 
standing in the diocese. Dioceses also elect clerical and lay deputies to the Provincial Synod. 
The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church provide guidelines for the division of a 
diocese. Some persons insist that the diocese is the primary unit in the Episcopal Church. 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing 
Inc., 2000. 
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“Come Unto Me, Little Children” by William H. Johnson, 1944 
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