SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HoLY EUCHARIST: RITE TwWO
+]+ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2024
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Opening Hymn: Wonder, Love and Praise #721 - Signs of endings all around us
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1. Signs of end-ings all a - round us— dark - ness, death, and win - ter days
2.Can it be that from our end-ings, new be - gin-nings you cre-ate?

3.Speak, O  God, your Word a - mong us. Bar-ren lives your pres-ence fill.
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shroud our lives in fear and sad - ness, numb-ing mouths that long to praise.

Life  from death, and from our rend-ings,realms of  whole-ness gen - er - ate?
Swell our hearts with songs of glad-ness, ter - rors calm fore-bod-ings still.
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Come, O Christ, and dwell a - mong us! Hear our cries, come set us free.
Take our fears, then, Lord, and turn them in - to hopes for life a - new:
Let your prom-ised realm of  jus - tice blos-som now through-out the earth;
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Give us  hope and faith and glad - ness. Show us  what there yet can be.
Fad - ing lightand dy - ing sea - son sing their Glo - ri - as to you.
your do - min-ion bring now near wus; we a - wait the sav - ing birth.

)

Words: Dean W. Nelson (b. 1944). Music: Ton-y-Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869-1944).

A Penitential Order: Rite Two
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may read one of the following sentences



Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31

The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Celebrant Lord, have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People Amnd also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.



Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. [The people may be seated for
the readings]

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (33:14 — 16)

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be

called: "The Lord is our righteousness."

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 25:1-9

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *

and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
tfor you are the God of my salvation;

in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *

for they are from everlasting.



6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *

therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians (3:9 — 13),
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and

restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God



Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #74 - Blest be the King whose coming
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1 Blest be the King whose com - ing is in the name of
2 Blest be the King whose com - ing is in the mname of
3 Blest be the King whose com - ing is in the name of
4 Blest be the King whose com - ing is in the name of
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God! For him let doors be o - pened, no hearts a - gainst him
God! By those who tru - ly lis - ten his voice is tru - ly
God! He on - ly to the hum - ble re - veals the face of
God! He of - fers to the bur - dened the rest and grace they
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heard; pi - ty the proud and haugh - ty, who
God. All power is his, all glo - ryl All
need. Gen - tle is he and hum - ble! And
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power and pomp, comes he; but clad as are the
have not learned to heed the Christ who is the
things are in his hand, all a - ges and all
light his yoke shall be, for he would have us
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poor - est, such his hu - mil - i - ty!
Prom - ise, who has a - tone - ment made.
peo - ples, till time it - self shall end!
bear it SO he can make us free!

Words: Federico J. Pagura (b. 1923); tr. Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000), alt. Copyright © 1974, by Hope Publishing company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Harmonization Copyright © 1984, Ronald Arnatt. Music:
Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635) alt.; harm. and desc. Ronald Arnatt (b. 1930).

[Please stand, as you are able, for the proclamation of the Gospel]



Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (21:25 - 36)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption

is drawing near."

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will not pass away.

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ
Sermon

The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;



through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form VI [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who arve alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world,;

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who mznister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean Rowe our Presiding Bishop, and Marty Stebbins our Bishop; and for all bishops and
other ministers;
For all who serve God in God’s Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Stlence

On the Anglican Cycle of Prayers, we pray for The Province of the Episcopal Church of South
Sudan.

On the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Andrew’s, Polson. We also pray for Camp
Marshall.

On our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for Megan Schillinger and Kerrie Sheets.

Within our parish family, we pray for Danielle, Justin, Katie, Laura, Libby, and Nancy. We also

pray for our hosts and partners - the statf and community members of Saint John’s United.

Prayer In Times of Conflict

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
tor justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Book of Conmon
Prayer pg. 824)

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
Amnd praise your Name for ever and ever.



We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

The Pegple may add their own petitions

Lotd, let your loving-kindness be upon them,;
Who put theer trust in you.

The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

Al stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2

If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time.



Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #57 - Lo! he comes, with clouds descending (verses 1-2)

4 . . .
A i P I i i —— .
D s —1 o ] 7 E— " — N —
PY) | ~_" : & T : [
1 Lo! he comes, with clouds de - scend - ing, once for
2 Ev - ery eye shall now be - hold him, robed in
04 | | | i > | .
&G—2—o | #* o 6 o E—— ' |
[ ' I I I [ ' < T
our sal - wva - tion slain; thou - sand thou - sand
dread - ful ma - jes - ty; those who set at
04 ————— | |
- ——— 7 — e
b——r et s ———
~ D
saints at - tend - ing swell the tri - umph of his
nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the
N # | | | X N | X
=i I ' * ”) I P » ' I
l\@ > () d ﬁ_d—l' = P~ d_d ] H yZ
) 4 [ T |
train: Al - le - lu - ial Al - le - lu - ial
tree, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing,
o4 . i —— 2 |
{~— o e i P E— Z)
A\SV | 71 } i — s | I “ O
PY) [ [ J [ [ J
Al - le - lu - ial Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
deep - ly  wail - ing, shall the true Mes - si - ah see.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Helmsley, melody Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778); harm. Ralph Vaughan

Williams (1872-1958), alt.
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
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Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you are able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give Him thanks and prazse.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in Him of everlasting life; that when He shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold

His appearing.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to

you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a

perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
Amnd forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Announcements
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Recessional Hymn: My Heart Sings Out #62 - Stay awake, be ready
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The Lord is com-ing soon.
Al-le - lu - ia al-le-lu - ia! The reign of God is near.
> * The won - ders that you see.
Em -man - u - el is near.

Words and Music: Christopher Walker (b. 1947) © 1988, 1989, 1990 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213
[www.ocp.org]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.
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“Last Judgment” by Peter Pan! Rubens, 1617

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
+++++ ‘ Office and Mailing Address:
7 1645 Avenue D, Suite D
' Billings, Montana 59102
Office Phone: (400) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com

Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org

All hymns used under license using 7itesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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