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 S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  
S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  30 ,  2025  

T H E  F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T  
 
Opening Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing #137 - Just as I am, without one plea (verses 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 
A Penitential Order: Rite Two 
In Lent and on other penitential occasions 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  His mercy endures for ever. 
 
The Celebrant may read one of the following sentences 
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If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant then says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Word of God 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 
People Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
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Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in 
him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
[You may be seated] 
 
A reading from the Book of Joshua (5:9 – 12), 
The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And 
so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that 
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; 
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 32 

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 

 
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * 

and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 

because of my groaning all day long. 
 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 

and did not conceal my guilt. 
 
6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." * 

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
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7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

 
8 You are my hiding-place; 

you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 

I will guide you with my eye. 
 
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you." 

 
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * 

shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
 
A reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians (5:16 – 21), 
From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us. So, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing #101 - Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling 
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[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (15:1-3, 11b-32) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 
them." 
 
So, Jesus told them this parable: 
 
"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give 
me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So, he divided his property between 
them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 
need. So, he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that 
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself, he said, 
'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired hands."' So, he set off and went to his father. But while he was 
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to 
his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And 
they began to celebrate. 
 
"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He 
replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
got him back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I 
have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you 
have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But 
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when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fatted calf for him!' Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
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who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People – Form III [The people may be seated] 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 
Give to the departed eternal rest;  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence  
 
The People may add their own petitions.  
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On the Anglican Cycle of Prayers, we prayers for The Province of the Anglican Church of the 
Congo (Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo). 
 
On the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. John's, Emigrant and the Rev. Kristin Orr, 
Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
On our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for Jane Weaver and Ken and Chris Welch. 
 
Within our parish family, we pray for Brian, Carolyn, Danielle, Darlene, Ellie, Joe, Justin, Katie, 
Laura, and Libby.  We also pray for our hosts and partners - the staff and community members 
of Saint John’s United. 
Silence  
 
Prayer In Times of Conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 824)  
 
Silence 
The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect 
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
  
Offertory Sentences 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psalm 
96:8, Ephesians 5:2 
 
If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time. 
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #686 - Come, thou fount of every blessing 

 
 
Anthem  
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HOLY COMMUNION – RITE II - Eucharistic Prayer D 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.  
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to 
every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say,  
 
Celebrant and People  

 
 
Then the Celebrant continues  
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again, you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, He lived as one of us, yet 



 12 

without sin. To the poor He proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose, He gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.  
 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Him who died and rose for us, He sent 
the Holy Spirit, His own first gift for those who believe, to complete His work in the world, 
and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.  
 
When the hour had come for Him to be glorified by you, His heavenly Father, having loved 
His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end; at supper with them He took 
bread, and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me."  
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and His 
descent among the dead, proclaiming His resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting His coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.  
 
Celebrant and People 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.  
 
The Celebrant continues  
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.  
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.  
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And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. 
We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
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Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.   
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer  
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   
 
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #470 - There's a wideness in God's mercy 

 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
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“Prodigal Son” by John Macallan Swan, 1888 
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