SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
+]+ AND BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
+1+ HoLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 2025
THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST — PROPER 17

Opening Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #437 - Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great - ness of  the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great - ness  of his Name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great - ness of his might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo - ries his word!
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Un - num - bered bless - ings give my spi - rit voice;
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
Powers and do - min-ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is his prom - ise, and his mer - cy sure.
L | | | & g J gJ ¢ o
4 i —e = — ] t | — ] —o i
T I T T T 1
N4 I | | | ! | I
T d Il T I Il | T T
1 o — T o f 1 f
a\1 2 I 1 . F 1 =
i T P i Frr i
ten - der to me the prom - ise of his word;
his mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub - born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of  the Lord
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in God my Sa - vior shall my heart re - joice.
his ho - ly Name— the Lord, the Might - y One.
the hun - gry fed, the hum - ble lift - ed high.
to chil-dren’s chil - dren and ev - er - more!
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Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926); based on The Song of Mary. Copyright © 1962 by Hope Publishing Company Carol
Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Birmingham, from Repository of Sacred Music, Part II,
1813; harm. Songs of Praise, 1925.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The PEOPLE then say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires kenown, and from you no secvets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lovd Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
recetve our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the
love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in
us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. [The people may be seated for the
readings]



A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (2:4 —13),
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus
says the Lord:
What wrong did your ancestors find in me
that they went far from me,
and went after worthless things, and became worthless themselves?
They did not say, "Where is the Lord
who brought us up from the land of Egypt,
who led us in the wilderness,
in a land of deserts and pits,
in a land of drought and deep darkness,
in a land that no one passes through,
where no one lives?"
I brought you into a plentiful land
to eat its fruits and its good things.
But when you entered you defiled my land,
and made my heritage an abomination.
The priests did not say, "Where is the Lord?"
Those who handle the law did not know me;
the rulers transgressed against me;
the prophets prophesied by Baal,
and went after things that do not profit.
Therefore, once more I accuse you, says the Lord,
and I accuse your children's children.
Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look,
send to Kedar and examine with care;
see if there has ever been such a thing.
Has a nation changed its gods,
even though they are no gods?
But my people have changed their glory
for something that does not profit.
Be appalled, O heavens, at this,
be shocked, be utterly desolate,
says the Lord,
for my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living water,
and dug out cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns
that can hold no water.



Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 81:1, 10-16
1 Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

10 I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it."

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *
to follow their own devices.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 1 should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *
and their punishment would last for ever.

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *
and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (13:1 - 8, 15 - 16),
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being
tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God
will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content
with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or forsake you." So, we can say with
confidence,

"The Lotd is my helper;

I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?"



Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their
way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips
that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices

are pleasing to God.

Reader The Wortd of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Hymn of the Day: ELCA #523 — Let Us Go Now to the Banquet
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walk - ing with my friends and my fam - 1 - ly
hoard - ed so that no one will lack for food.
geth - er and to share ev-’ry-thing we have.

Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreiia; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Music: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955
Text and music © 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]



Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (14:1, 7 - 14)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a

meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. "When
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor,
in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host
who invited both of you may come and say to you, "Give this person your place,' and then
in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, "Friend, move
up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.
For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be

exalted."

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot

repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ
Sermon

The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lovd, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,



of one Being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form VI [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Stlence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who arve alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world,;

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
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For those who mznister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean Rowe our Presiding Bishop, and Marty Stebbins our Bishop; and for all bishops and
other ministers;
For all who serve God in God’s Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence
The Pegple may add their own petitions

Within our church family, we pray for Danielle, Katie, Laura, and Libby. We also pray for our

longtime hosts and partners - the staff and community members of Saint John’s United.

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
Amnd praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Stlence

Lotd, let your loving-kindness be upon them,;
Who put theer trust in you.

Prayer In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles

tor justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work



together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of
Common Prayer pg. 824)

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in_ your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Sperit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lovd. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2

If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time.



Offertory Hymn' H_ymnal 1982 #3176 - Joyful joyful, we adore thee

Boiiilline siae e s ge

1 Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a- dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless - ing, ev - er blest,
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Words: Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933). Music: Hymn to Jay, Ludw1g van Beethoven (1770 1827), adapt. Edward Hodges

(1796-1867), alt.
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you ate able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our great High Priest; in whom
we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we might offer before you a sacrifice of
praise and prayer which is holy and pleasing in your sight.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had

tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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there fore let us keep the feast.

Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All ave welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen..

Announcements
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #344 - Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing

Celebrant
People

1 Lord, dlS - miss with thy bless - ing; fill our hearts with
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Words: Att. to John Fawcett (1739/40-1817). Music: Sicilian Mariners, Sicilian melody; first published The European Magazine
and London Review, 1792, alt.

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God.
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“The poor invited to the feast” by [ESUS MAFA, 1973

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana

Office and Mailing Address:
1645 Avenue D, Suite D
Billings, Montana 59102

Office Phone: (406) 259-5017

Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using riesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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