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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
M O R N I N G  P R A Y E R :  R I T E  I I  
S U N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  5 ,  2025  

T H E  S E V E N T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  P R O P E R  2 2  
 

Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #11 - Awake, my soul 

 
 

The officiant begins 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2 
 
Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says to the people 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
 



 2 

 
Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and says, 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
All stand 
Officiant Lord, open our lips.  
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 
Officiant and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Jubilate Psalm 100  
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  

Know this: The Lord himself is God;  
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; 
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give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting;  

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 
Psalm 137 

1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, * 
when we remembered you, O Zion. 

 
2 As for our harps, we hung them up * 

on the trees in the midst of that land. 
 
3 For those who led us away captive asked us for a song, 

and our oppressors called for mirth: * 
"Sing us one of the songs of Zion." 

 
4 How shall we sing the Lord'S song * 

upon an alien soil. 
 
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, * 

let my right hand forget its skill. 
 
6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth 

if I do not remember you, * 
if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy. 

 
7 Remember the day of Jerusalem, O Lord, 

against the people of Edom, * 
who said, "Down with it! down with it! 
even to the ground!" 

 
8 O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, * 

happy the one who pays you back 
for what you have done to us! 

 
9 Happy shall he be who takes your little ones, * 

and dashes them against the rock! 
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At the end of the Psalms is sung or said  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
The Word of God 
A Reading from the Book of Lamentations (1:1 – 6), 
How lonely sits the city 

that once was full of people!  
How like a widow she has become, 

she that was great among the nations!  
She that was a princess among the provinces 

has become a vassal.  
She weeps bitterly in the night, 

with tears on her cheeks; 
among all her lovers 

she has no one to comfort her;  
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, 

they have become her enemies. 
Judah has gone into exile with suffering 

and hard servitude;  
she lives now among the nations, 

and finds no resting place; 
her pursuers have all overtaken her 

in the midst of her distress.  
The roads to Zion mourn, 

for no one comes to the festivals; 
all her gates are desolate, 

her priests groan; 
her young girls grieve, 

and her lot is bitter. 
Her foes have become the masters, 

her enemies prosper,  
because the Lord has made her suffer 

for the multitude of her transgressions; 
her children have gone away, 

captives before the foe. 
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From daughter Zion has departed 
all her majesty. 

Her princes have become like stags 
that find no pasture;  

they fled without strength 
before the pursuer. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 11 - The Third Song of Isaiah  
Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.  
For behold, darkness covers the land;  

deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
But over you the Lord will rise,  

and his glory will appear upon you.  
Nations will stream to your light,  

and kings to the brightness of your dawning.  
Your gates will always be open;  

by day or night they will never be shut.  
They will call you, The City of the Lord,  

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  
Violence will no more be heard in your land, 

ruin or destruction within your borders.  
You will call your walls, Salvation,  

and all your portals, Praise.  
The sun will no more be your light by day;  

by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.  
The Lord will be your everlasting light,  

and your God will be your glory.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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A Reading from the Second Letter to Timothy (1:1 – 14), 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 
is in Christ Jesus, 
 
To Timothy, my beloved child: 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
I am grateful to God-- whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did-- 
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long 
to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 
laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 
power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to 
guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching 
that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #541 - Come, labor on (verses 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke (17:5 – 10), 
The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, "If you had faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, `Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,' and it would obey you. 
 
"Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, `Come here at once and take your place at the table'? Would you not 
rather say to him, `Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and 
drink; later you may eat and drink'? Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, `We 
are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!'" 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
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Silent Reflection 
 
The Apostles’ Creed [Please stand, as you are able] 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Prayers 
The people stand or kneel  
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
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and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Prayers of the People – Form II [The people may be seated] 
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.  
 
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Marty Stebbins; for 
this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for the departed. 
Pray for those who have died.  
Silence  
 
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present  
I ask your prayers for The Anglican Church of Tanzania. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Stephen's, Billings and the Rev. Stephen Day, 
Rector.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In the Saint Stephen’s community, we pray for The Rackis and Laura Schillinger. 
 
Within our church family, we pray for Amanda and family, Danielle, Jamie and family, Karly, 
Katie, Laura, Lyndsee and family, and Libby.  We also pray for our new hosts and partners – 
the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, as well as the people of St. John’s United. 



 10 

 
Prayer In Times of Conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 824)  
 
For Prisons and Correctional Institutions 
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with 
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance 
and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any 
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember 
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them 
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for 
you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen. (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 826) 
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that we may 
have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  
 
Silence 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #551 - Rise up, ye saints of God! 

 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we 
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your 
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Peace  
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you 
is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 
surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Times of Conflict 
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Officiant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
 
The General Thanksgiving  
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, 0 Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Then may be said  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Officiant concludes with the following 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21  
 
 
Churchy Term of the Week – Diocese  
The territorial jurisdiction of a diocesan bishop. The term also refers to the congregations and church members 
of the diocese. Before the church adopted the word it had a long secular usage. It was originally used in the 
Roman Empire for an administrative subdivision. A diocese was a division of a prefecture of the Roman 
Empire. In the reorganization of Diocletian and Constantine, the Roman Empire was divided into twelve 
dioceses. As the church expanded out from the cities, it adopted the use of the word “diocese,” and 
ecclesiastical dioceses tended to correspond to civil units. For example, at first the Diocese of Georgia 
corresponded with the State of Georgia. Later, many statewide dioceses were divided into smaller dioceses for 
pastoral and practical reasons. For example, the State of New York includes six dioceses. In more recent years, 
some dioceses have been formed from portions of more than one state. The Diocese of the Rio Grande 
includes all of New Mexico and part of west Texas, and the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast includes 
portions of southern Alabama and western Florida. In England, the diocese is the territory of the bishop and 
the parish is a subdivision of it. Every diocese in the Episcopal Church has a Standing Committee. When there 
is a bishop in charge of the diocese, the Standing Committee is the bishop’s council of advice. When there is no 
bishop, bishop coadjutor or suffragan bishop, the Standing Committee is the ecclesiastical authority of the 
diocese. A diocese usually meets annually in a diocesan convention. Each diocese is entitled to representation in 
the House of Deputies by not more than four ordained persons, presbyters or deacons, canonically resident in 
the diocese, and not more than four lay persons, who are confirmed adult communicants of the Episcopal 
Church and in good standing in the diocese. Dioceses also elect clerical and lay deputies to the Provincial 
Synod. The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church provide guidelines for the division of a diocese. 
Some persons insist that the diocese is the primary unit in the Episcopal Church. 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing Inc., 2000.  



 14 

Hymnal 1982 #671 - Amazing grace! how sweet the sound (verses 1-3) 
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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
W O R S H I P  S C H E D U L E  –O C T O B E R  2025  

 
Sunday, October 12 – 10:30 am – Saint Stephen’s 
 
Sunday, October 19 – 10:30 am – Saint Stephen’s 
 
Sunday, October 26 – 9:30 am – Joint worship with Bethlehem 

Father Stephen presiding, Lutheran pastor preaching 
 
 

All services at 
Bethlehem Lutheran 

40 10th Street West, Billings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Shepherd Tending His Flock” by Jean François Millet, 1860-1865 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana 
Office and Mailing Address: 

1645 Avenue D, Suite D 
Billings, Montana 59102 

Office Phone: (406) 259-5017  
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org 
All hymns used under license using ritesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116 
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