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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H   
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  12 ,  2025  
T H E  E I G H T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  P R O P E R  2 3  

 

Opening Hymn: Wonder, Love, and Praise #776 – No saint on earth lives life to self alone 

 

 



 2 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The PEOPLE then say  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually 
be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. [The people may be seated for the 
readings] 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (29:1, 4 – 7), 
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 
remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
 
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 66:1-11 

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; * 
sing the glory of his Name; 
sing the glory of his praise. 
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2 Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! * 
because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you. 

 
3 All the earth bows down before you, * 

sings to you, sings out your Name." 
 
4 Come now and see the works of God, * 

how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people. 
 
5 He turned the sea into dry land, 

so that they went through the water on foot, * 
and there we rejoiced in him. 

 
6 In his might he rules for ever; 

his eyes keep watch over the nations; * 
let no rebel rise up against him. 

 
7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
 
8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 
 
9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 
10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 
11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
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A Reading from the Second Letter to Timothy (2:8 – 15), 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David-- that is my gospel, 
for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the 
word of God is not chained. Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so 
that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying 
is sure: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
if we endure, we will also reign with him; 
if we deny him, he will also deny us; 
if we are faithless, he remains faithful-- 
for he cannot deny himself. 
 

Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over 
words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
explaining the word of truth. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
 
Churchy Term of the Week – Standing Committee 
The ecclesiastical authority of the diocese in the absence of a bishop. The Canons of 1789 made four 
references to an organization known as the Standing Committee. It formed its duties over the next 
forty-three years. In 1832 the General Convention brought all the functions of the Standing 
Committee under Canon Four, adding that where there was no bishop the Standing Committee was 
the ecclesiastical authority. In 1901 the role of the Standing Committee was added to the Constitution 
of the Episcopal Church. The Standing Committee is elected by the diocesan convention. Half of its 
members are clerical, half lay. It serves as the bishop’s council of advice. The Standing Committee is 
requested to give consent for all bishops elected in the Episcopal Church. It recommends persons for 
ordination. It gives the bishop advice and consent on the purchase, sale, or encumbrance of any 
property held by a congregation or the diocese. It gives the bishop advice and consent as to any 
judicial sentence given to a clergy person or concurs in allowing a clergy person to cease functioning as 
a member of the clergy. It investigates and reports to the bishop on the charge that a deacon or priest 
has abandoned the Episcopal Church. It also receives the bishop’s resignation. 
 
Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing Inc., 2000.  
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #397 - Now thank we all our God 

  
 
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (17:11 - 19) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 
As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, 
saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and 
show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of 
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He 
prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus 
asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them 
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found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get 
up and go on your way; your faith has made you well." 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People – Form II [The people may be seated] 
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.  
 
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, Marty Stebbins; for 
this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.  
Silence  
 
I ask your prayers for the departed. 
Pray for those who have died.  
Silence  
 
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present  
I ask your prayers for The Church of the Province of Uganda. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. James', Bozeman and the Rev. Rowan Larson, 
Rector and the Rev. Valerie Webster, Associate Priest.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In the Saint Stephen’s community, we pray for Megan Schillinger and Kerrie Sheets. 
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Within our church family, we pray for Amanda and family, Danielle, Jamie and family, Karly, 
Katie, Laura, Lyndsee and family, and Libby.  We also pray for our new hosts and partners – 
the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, as well as the people of St. John’s United. 
 
Prayer In Times of Conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 824)  
 
For Prisons and Correctional Institutions 
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with 
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance 
and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any 
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember 
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them 
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for 
you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen. (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 826) 
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that we may 
have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  
 
Silence 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
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Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Offertory Sentences 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psalm 
96:8, Ephesians 5:2  
 
If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time. 
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Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #411 – O bless the Lord, my soul! (v. 1 – 3) 

 

 

   
 

Anthem  
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HOLY COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you are able] 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit, you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 
  
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Celebrant and People  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then the Celebrant continues  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all.  
 
He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 



 12 

On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Celebrant and People  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 
The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.   
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #493 - O for a thousand tongues to sing (verses 1-3) 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People Thanks be to God.  
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“Ten Lepers Call Out to Jesus” by Gebhard Fugel, early 20th century 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana 
Office and Mailing Address: 

1645 Avenue D, Suite D 
Billings, Montana 59102 

Office Phone: (406) 259-5017  
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org 
All hymns used under license using ritesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116 

mailto:ststephensmt@gmail.com

