SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HoLY EUCHARIST: RITE 11
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST — PROPER 24

+]+
+|+

“Unjust Judge and the Importunate Widow” by John Everett Millais, 1864

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The PEOPLE then say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secvets are hid:

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations:
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere
with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. [The
people may be seated for the readings]

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (31:27 — 34),
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel and the
house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. And just as I have
watched over them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I
will watch over them to build and to plant, says the Lord. In those days they shall no
longer say:
"The parents have eaten sour grapes,

and the children's teeth are set on edge."

But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set

on edge.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt-- a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know
the Lord," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord,;

for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Reader The Wortd of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 119:97-104
97 Oh, how I love your law! *
all the day long it is in my mind.



98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *

and it is always with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, *

for your decrees are my study.

100 I am wiser than the elders, *

because I observe your commandments.

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, *

that I may keep your word.

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, *

because you yourself have taught me.

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! *

they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; *

therefore I hate every lying way.

A Reading from the Second Letter to Timothy (3:14 - 4:5),

As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able
to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so

that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage,
with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up
with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to
myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry
out your ministry fully.



Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (18:11 - 8)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He
said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for
people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, "Grant me
justice against my opponent.' For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming."" And
the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on earth?"

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ
Sermon

The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation



He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form III [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from thezr distress.
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Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to shave in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.
I ask your prayers for The Episcopal Church.

In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. John's, Butte and Jim Fay, Senior Warden. We also
pray for Camp Marshall.

In the Saint Stephen’s community, we pray for Bill and Lisa Speare and Sally Walton.

Within our church family, we pray for Amanda and family, Danielle, Jamie and family, Karly,
Katie, Laura, Lyndsee and family, and Libby. We also pray for our new hosts and partners —
the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, as well as the people of St. John’s United.

Prayer In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
tor justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work

together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of
Common Prayer pg. 824)

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions

Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance

and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for

you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen. (Book of
Common Prayer pg. 820)

Stlence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

Al stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2



If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time.

HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer B [Please stand, as you are able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of
the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way

of everlasting life.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth ave full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continnes

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days, you
sent Him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
Him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Him, you

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before He died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given
thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."



After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

me."

Therefore, according to His command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We vemember His death,

We proclaim His resurvection,
We awazit His coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,

from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and His Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
His sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through Him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,

and the author of our salvation.

By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
Amnd forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All ave welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Announcements

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
People Thanks be to God.
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Churchy Term of the Week — Called to Common Mission

Called to Common Mission (CCM) is an agreement between The Episcopal Church (TEC) and

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in the United States, establishing full
communion between them. It was ratified by the ELCA in 1999, the ECUSA in 2000, after the narrow
failure of a previous agreement. Its principal author on the Episcopal side was theological professor J.
Robert Wright. Under the agreement, they recognize the validity of each other's baptisms and
ordinations. The agreement provided that the ELCA would accept the historical episcopate and the
"threefold ministry" of bishop - priest (or pastor) - deacon with respect to ministers of communicant
churches serving ELCA congregations; the installation of the ELCA presiding bishop was performed
through the laying on of hands by Lutheran bishops in the historic episcopate. This provision was
opposed by some in the ELCA, which after its founding merger in 1988, held a lengthy study of the
ministry which was undertaken with divided opinions. In response to concerns about the meaning of
the CCM, synod bishops in the ELCA drafted the Tucson resolution which presented the official
ELCA position. It made clear that there is no requirement to ordain deacons or accept their ministry.
It also provided assurance that the ELCA did not and was not required by CCM to change its own
theological stance.

Lutheran churches of Scandinavian origin, such as the Church of Sweden and Church in Kenya,
affirm apostolic succession and are in the historical episcopate; nevertheless, some within the ELCA
argued that the historical episcopate would contradict the doctrine that the church exists wherever the
Word of God is preached and sacraments are practiced. The traditional ELCA doctrine is affirmed by
the Tucson resolution. Others objected on the grounds that adopting the Episcopalian

/ Anglican view on priestly orders and hierarchical structure was contrary to the Evangelical
Lutheran concept of the "priesthood of all believers", which holds that all Christians stand on equal
footing before God. They argued that the Old Covenant required a priest to mediate between God
and humanity, but that New Covenant explicitly abolishes the need for priestly role by making every
Christian a priest with direct access to God's grace. The Tucson resolution explained that the ELCA
had not adopted the Episcopal view, but ECUSA or Reformed ordinands accepted by ELCA
congregations would follow ELCA practice. Still others objected because of the implied directive that
the use of a lay presidency would be abolished. This was a particular issue for rural congregations that
periodically "called" a congregation member to conduct communion services consecrating the
elements (of bread and wine for service) in the interim period or with the absence of ordained clergy
(pastor). The Tucson resolution explicitly affirmed the continued use of lay ministry.

From Wikipedia

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
++.|.++ ‘ Office and Mailing Address:
+F 1645 Avenue D, Suite D
Billings, Montana 59102
' Office Phone: (406) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com

Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using riesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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