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S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H   
H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  

S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  23 ,  2025  
T H E  L A S T  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  P E N T E C O S T  –  C H R I S T  T H E  K I N G  

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The PEOPLE then say  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Celebrant  Lord, have mercy. 
People  Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant  Lord, have mercy 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved 
Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, 
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious 
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
[The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah (23:1 – 6), 
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd 
my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then 
I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, 
and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise 
up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
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The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And 
this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness." 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle 16 - The Song of Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free.  
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David.  
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us.  
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant.  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight  
all the days of our life.  

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians (1:11 – 20), 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the 
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Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been created through him and for him. He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have 
first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God 

 
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (23:33 - 43) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The 
people stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are 
the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the 
King of the Jews." 
 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
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Sermon  
 
The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able] 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People – Form III [The people may be seated] 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 
Give to the departed eternal rest;  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
Silence  
 
The People may add their own petitions.  
In the Anglican Communion, we pray for The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia. 
 
In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. Michael & All Angels, Eureka and Jim Pettit, Senior 
Warden.  We also pray for Camp Marshall. 
 
In the Saint Stephen’s community, we pray for Sharon Chiesa and Bill and Vicki Coffee. 
 
Within the Saint Stephen’s church family, we pray for Amanda and family, Danielle, Jamie and 
family, Jennifer, Karly, Katie, Laura, Lyndsee and family, and Libby.  We also pray for our 
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hosts and partners – the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, as well as the people of St. John’s 
United. 
 
In the Bethlehem Lutheran community, please remember in your prayers this week: Carl, 
Dominic, Lyle, Lisa & Lindsey, Mary & Paul, Virginia, Tammy, Kelly, Eva, Josh, Mike, Mike & 
Janice, Howard & Dona, and Steve. Be with Joyce who is homebound. 
 
Prayer In Times of Conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 824)  
 
For Prisons and Correctional Institutions 
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with 
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance 
and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any 
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember 
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them 
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for 
you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen. (Book of 
Common Prayer pg. 826) 
 
Silence 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
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Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Offertory Sentences 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psalm 
96:8, Ephesians 5:2  
 
If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time. 
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HOLY COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer C [Please stand, as you are able] 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages, you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By His blood, He reconciled us.  
By His wounds, we are healed.  
 
And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
 
Celebrant and People  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by Him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
On the night He was betrayed He took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
 
After supper, He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
Remembering now His work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
We celebrate His death and resurrection,  
as we await the day of His coming.  
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in His name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.   
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People Thanks be to God.  
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“Christ and Robber” by Nikolaĭ Ge, 1893 
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