SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND
+]+ BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN
+]+ HoLy EUCHARIST: RITE I1

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST — PROPER 28

Opening Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #607 - O God of every nation
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1 (0] God of ev-ery mna - tion, of ev - ery, race and land,
2 From search for wealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en all who la - bor that we may find re - lease
4 Keep bright in wus the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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re - deem the whole cre - a - tion with your al - might -y hand;
from trust in bombs that show - er de - struc-tion through the night,
from fear of rat-tling sa - ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;
when ha-tred and di - vi - sion give way to love and peace,
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where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are hurled,
from pride of race and na-tion and blind-ness to your way,
when hope and cour - age fal - ter, your still small voice be  heard;
dawns the morn-ing glo riouswhen truth and jus - tice reign
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in love and mer-cy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.
de - liv-er ev-ery mna - tion, e - ter-nal God, we pray!
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic - to - rious o’er all the world’s do - main.
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Words: William Watkins Reid, Jr. (b. 1923), alt. Copyright © 1958 by The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188.) All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Llangloffan, melody from Hymnau a Thonau er
Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The PEOPLE then say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secvets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold
tast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
[The people may be seated for the readings]

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (65:17 — 25),
For I am about to create new heavens
and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever
in what I am creating;
tor I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.
I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
or the cry of distress.
No more shall there be in it
an infant that lives but a few days,
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
They shall build houses and inhabit them,;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;



for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
They shall not labor in vain,
or bear children for calamity;
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord--
and their descendants as well.
Before they call I will answer,
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent-- its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

Reader The Wortd of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Canticle 9 - The First Song of Isaiah Ecce Deus
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my surve defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name ts exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lovd, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spiret: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



A Reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians (3:6-13),

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received
from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we
were with you, and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with toil and
labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not
because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not
eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any
work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their

work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing
what is right.

Reader The Wortd of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #482 - Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - li - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace,
whose voice is con - tent- ment, whose pres - ence is balm,
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be there at our wak-ing, and  give us, we pray,
be there at our lab - ors, and  give us, we pray,
be there at our hom-ing, and  give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and  give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953). By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The
Church Hymnary,1927; harm. Hymnal 1982.

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (21:5 - 19)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, "As for these things that you see, the days will come

when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down."

They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to
take place?" And he said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my

name and say, "I am he!' and, “The time is near!' Do not go after them.

"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take
place first, but the end will not follow immediately." Then he said to them, "Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs
from heaven.

"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over
to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of
my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to
prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents
and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be
hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your
endurance you will gain your souls."

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon by the Rev. Peter Christ - Foundation President & Vice President of Mission
Advancement for St. John’s United



The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People — Form III [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to shave in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.
In Anglican Communion, we pray for The Episcopal / Anglican Province of Alexandtia.

In the Diocese of Montana, we pray for St. John's, Emigrant and the Rev. Kristen Orr, Rector.
We also pray for Camp Marshall.

In the Saint Stephen’s community, we pray for Steve and Kelly Bruggeman and the Chandler
tamily.

Within the Saint Stephen’s church family, we pray for Amanda and family, Danielle, Jamie and
tamily, Jennifer, Karly, Katie, Laura, Lyndsee and family, and Libby. We also pray for our



hosts and partners — the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, as well as the people of St. John’s
United.

In the Bethlehem Lutheran community, please remember in your prayers this week: Carl,
Dominic, Lyle, Lisa & Lindsey, Mary & Paul, Virginia, Tammy, Kelly, Eva, Josh, Mike, Mike &

Janice, Howard & Dona, and Steve. Be with Joyce who is homebound.

Prayer In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
tor justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work

together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (Book of
Common Prayer pg. 824)

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions

Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance

and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for

you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen. (Book of
Common Prayer pg. 820)

Stlence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.



Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His Name; bring offerings and come into His courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psa/m
96:8, Ephesians 5:2

If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time.



Offertory Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #615 - ""Thy kingdom come!" on bended knee (verses 1-3)
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1 “Thy Kking - dom come!” on bend-ed knee the pass-ing a - ges pray;
2 But the slow watch - es of the night not less to God be - long;
3 And o, al - rea - dy on the hills the flags of dawn ap - pear;
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1 and faith-ful souls have yearned to  see on earth that king-dom’s day.
2 and for the ev - er - last - ing right the si - lent stars are strong.

3 gird up your loins, ye pro - phet souls, pro-claim the day is  near:

Words: Frederick Lucian Hosmer (1840-1929). Music: St. Flavian, melody from Day’s Psalter, 1562; adapt. and harm. Richard
Redhead (1820-1901).
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer C [Please stand, as you are able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages, you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By His blood, He reconciled us.

By His wounds, we are healed.

And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim

with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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3 3

& i e el e o e ale |

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

11



Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel]

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by Him, and made a new people by water and the
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night He was betrayed He took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to
his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me."

After supper, He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now His work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate His death and resurrection,
as we await the day of His coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the wotld about us. Deliver us from
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only,
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in His name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to

generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

12



Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
Amnd forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,

and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All are welcome at the Lorvd’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Announcements

14



Recessional Hymn: Lzft Every Voice and Sing #210 - Down by the riverside
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1. Goin’ to lay down my sword and shield,

2. Goin’ to lay down my war shoes,

3. Goin’ to put on my long white robe,

4. Goin’ to meet my lov - ing sav - ior,
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stud - y war no more, Ain’t goin’t stud-y war  no_ more.

Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Clarence White. Arr. Copyright © 1940 Carl Fischer, Inc. New York. Copyright
renewed. Reprinted by permision. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
People Thanks be to God.

The Destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem (1867) by Francesco Hayez

- Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
+++++ ‘ Office and Mailing Address:
+ 1645 Avenue D, Suite D
Billings, Montana 59102
' Office Phone: (406) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org

All hymns used under license using riesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116
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