
 1 

S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  A N D   
B E T H L E H E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H E S   

H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T :  R I T E  I I  
S U N D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  18 ,  2026  

T H E  S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  
 
Opening Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #439 - What wondrous love is this 

 

 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant and People then say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
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almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, 
that He may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. [The people may be seated for the readings] 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (49:1 – 7), 
Listen to me, O coastlands, 

pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born, 

while I was in my mother's womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, 

in his quiver he hid me away. 
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And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
and my reward with my God.” 

 
And now the Lord says, 

who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 

and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

and my God has become my strength-- 
he says, 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 
Thus says the Lord, 

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

the slave of rulers, 
“Kings shall see and stand up, 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 40:1 - 12 

1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; *  
he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

 
2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; *  

he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
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3 He put a new song in my mouth,  

a song of praise to our God; *  
many shall see, and stand in awe,  
and put their trust in the Lord. 

 
4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! *  

they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 
 
5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!  

how great your wonders and your plans for us! *  
there is none who can be compared with you. 

 
6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! *  

but they are more than I can count. 
 
7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *  

(you have given me ears to hear you); 
 
8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, *  

and so I said, "Behold, I come. 
 
9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *  

'I love to do your will, O my God;  
your law is deep in my heart.'" 

 
10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *  

behold, I did not restrain my lips;  
and that, O Lord, you know. 

 
11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;  

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; *  
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 

 
12 You are the Lord;  

do not withhold your compassion from me; *  
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 
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A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians (1:1 – 9), 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
 
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  
People  Thanks be to God 

 

 
“Calling of Saints Peter and Andrew” by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, 1602-1604  
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #535 - Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim 

   
 
[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel] 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:29 - 42) 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 
with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw 
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the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not 
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”  
 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 
“What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated 
Peter). 
 
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Sermon  
 
The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able] (see note on 
insert) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
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He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People – Form IV [The people may be seated] 
Deacon or other leader  
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.  
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us.  
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer. 
 
The People may add their own petitions.  
Within the Saint Stephen’s and Bethlehem Lutheran family, please remember in your prayers 
this week: Carl, Dominic, Lyle, Lisa & Lindsey, Mary & Paul, Virginia, Tammy, Kelly, Eva, 
Josh, Mike, Mike & Janice, Howard & Dona, Steve, Amanda and family, Danielle, Jaime 
and family, Jennifer, Karly, Katie, Laura, Lyndsee and family, Libby, and Lynn.   
 
Prayer In Times of Conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles 
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
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For Prisons and Correctional Institutions 
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with 
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance 
and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any 
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember 
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them 
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for 
you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and 
fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our 
sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Confession of Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace  
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able] 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Offertory Sentences 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due God’s Name; bring offerings and come into God’s courts.  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psalm 
96:8, Ephesians 5:2  
 
If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time. 

 
Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #550 - Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult (verses 1-3) 
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HOLY COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer C [Please stand, as you are able] 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages, you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time, you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By His blood, He reconciled us.  
By His wounds, we are healed.  
 
And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
 
Celebrant and People  
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Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel] 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by Him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
On the night He was betrayed He took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
 
After supper, He took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
Remembering now His work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
We celebrate His death and resurrection,  
as we await the day of His coming.  
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in His name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant then says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 
Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds. 

If you would like to receive a blessing instead of receiving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.   
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After Communion, the Celebrant says  
Let us pray.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel] 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana 
Office and Mailing Address: 

1645 Avenue D, Suite D 
Billings, Montana 59102 

Office Phone: (406) 259-5017  
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org 
All hymns used under license using ritesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116 
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Recessional Hymn: Book of Worship #841 - Lift Every Voice and Sing 

 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
People Thanks be to God 


