SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL AND
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCHES
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE 11
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Opening Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #438 - Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
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1 Tell out, my soul, the great - ness of the Lord!
2 Tell out, my soul, the great - ness of  his Name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the great - ness of  his might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo - ries of  his word!
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Un - num - bered bless - ings give my spi - rit voice;
Make known his might, the deeds his arm  has done;
Powers and do - min - ions lay their glo - ry by.
Firm is his prom -ise, and his mer - cy sure.
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ten - der to me the prom - ise of his word;
his mer - cy sure, from age to age the same;
Proud hearts and stub - born wills are put to flight,
Tell out, my soul, the great-ness of  the Lord
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in God my Sa - vior shall my heart re - joice.
his ho - Iy Name— the Lord, the Might - vy One.
the hun - gry fed, the hum - ble lift - ed high.
to chil - dren’s chil - dren and for ev - er - more!

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926); based on The Song of Mary. Copyright © 1962 by Hope Publishing Company Carol
Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Woodlands, Walter Greatorex (1877-1949), alt. By
permission of Oxford University Press.

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant and People then say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspivation of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,



we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lovd Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
recetve our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully
hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen. [The people may be seated for the readings]

A Reading from the Book of Micah (6:1 — 8),
Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
tfor the Lord has a controversy with his people,

and he will contend with Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer mel!



For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

“With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 15
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *

who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what s right, *
who speakes the truth from his heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the Lovd.



5 He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things *

shall never be overthrown.

A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians (1:18 — 31),
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation,
to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For
God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human

strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things
that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Reader The Wortd of the Lord
People Thanks be to God



Sequence Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #656 — Blest are the pure in heart
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1 Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God; the
2 The Lord, who left the heavens our life and peace to bring, to
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se - cret of the Lord is theirs, their soul is Christ’'s a - bode.
dwell in low - li - ness with wus, our pat - tern and our King;
for his dwell-ing and his throne will choose the pure in heart.
us a pure and low - ly heart, a tem - ple fit for thee.
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Words: Sts. 1 and 3, John Keble (1792-1866), alt.; sts. 2 and 4, William John Hall (1793-1861), alt. Music: Franconia, melody
Johann Balthasar Konig (1691-1758); adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870).
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[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5:1 - 12)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples

came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."
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Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon by the Right Reverend Dr. Marty Stebbins, Tenth Bishop of Episcopal Diocese
of Montana

The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lovd, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
6



We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form III [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to shave in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Stlence

Within the Saint Stephen’s and Bethlehem Lutheran families, please remember in your prayers
this week: Sharon, Connie, Rob, Jeanne, Lyle, Lisa & Lindsey, Pastor Kim & Terri W, Eva,
Josh, Amanda and famzly, Danielle, Jamie and famzly, Jennifer, Karly, Katie, Laura,
Lyndsee and famzily, Libby, and Lynn.



Prayer In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
tor justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work

together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions

Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance

and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for

you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on
earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of
love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and
mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable

through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,



and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Offertory Sentences
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due God’s Name; bring offerings and come into God’s courts.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Psaim
96:8, Ephesians 5:2

If you need or prefer a gluten-free communion wafer, please let the usher or reader know at this time.

Offertory Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #554 - 'Tis the gift to be simple (sung through twice)
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be our de-light till by turn - ing, turn - ing we come round right.
Words: Shaker song, 18th cent. Music: Simple Gifts, Joseph Brackett (1797-1822); ace. Margaret W. Mealy (b. 1922).
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you ate able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of
the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way

of everlasting life.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues [People may stand or kneel]
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to

you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
Amnd forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All ave welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
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Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 1982 #376 — Joyful, joyful, we adore thee

Celebrant
People
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful, we a - dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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hearts un - fold like flowers be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.

stars and an-gels sing a-roundthee, cen-ter of un - bro-ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way;
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, bloom-ing mea-dow, flash - ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christour Bro -ther: all who live in love are thine;
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giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.
teach__ us how to love each o - ther, lift us to the joy di-vine.
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Words: Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933). Music: Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827); adapt. Edward Hodges
(1796-1867), alt.

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!

Thanks be to God
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Churchy Term of the Week — Beatitudes

From a Latin root that means “blessed” or “happy.” It refers to statements in the OT and NT
which begin with a similar form: “Blessed are..., for...” Emphasis in the OT is on the present
state of the person addressed who has earned this special blessed status in relation to God. In
the N'T beatitudes, the blessing is based in the future, usually indicated by the coming of the
Kingdom of God. The most quoted beatitudes are at the beginning of the Sermon on the
Mount in the Gospel of Matthew and in the Sermon on the Plain in Luke. These beatitudes are
spoken by Jesus to his disciples. The beatitudes are usually interpreted as paradox, comparing
the difference between present and future. Those who suffer or are poor now are blessed (or
happy) because they are destined to be saved in the future when the Kingdom arrives. The

mercifulness and goodness of God will be demonstrated in the future.

Adapted from Don S. Armentrout’s An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly Reference for Episcopalians Church Publishing Inc., 2000.
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“Sermon on the Mount” by Kdroly Ferencgy, 1896

Office and Mailing Address:
1645 Avenue D, Suite D
Billings, Montana 59102
Oftice Phone: (406) 259-5017
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using riesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116

’ Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
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