Bethlehem Lutheran &
St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Maundy Thursday



Announcements

Welcome to all who came to Bethlehem & St. Stephen’s today!

Holy Communion may be received at the altar with individual cups of
wine/juice and bread; or if you choose to remain seated, individual cups
of wine/juice and wafer are available in the narthex. Those at home,
we welcome you to the table with your own bread and wine/juice.

Special Offering for April 1s St John’s United

Please remember in your prayers: Barb B, Kay H, Rob E, Lyle, Lisa & Lindsey,
Pastor Kim & Terri, Eva, Josh, Joyce P, Howard & Donna

If you are in need of pastoral leadership or spiritual counsel, please leave a
message at the church (406)248-6427 or email bethlehembillings@gmail.com.

Friday, April 3 — Good Friday Services at Noon and 5:30 pm

Sunday, April 5 — 9:30 Easter Sunday Service



Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church

St Stephen’s Episcopal Church
40 10th Street West Billings, MT 59102
Maundy Thursday April 2, 2026
5:30 Worship

Introduction

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the
central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this
meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive
love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ
through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and
carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the
coming days.

Please stand as you are able

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s
call to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us
from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we
were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving
sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us
confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with
one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 1



P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us

even when we were dead in sin,

and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power

through the Holy Spirit,

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #666 What Wonderous Love is This



Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus
gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us.
Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to
serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




WORD
God Speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
(congregation may be seated)

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by
celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival featured the
Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s
people from the threat of death. The early church described the
Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in
portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin
and death.

' The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, * “This
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the
first month of the year for you. * Tell the whole congregation of
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each
family, a lamb for each household. * If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat
of it. [’ Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. ° You shall keep it until
the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. ' They shall take
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of
the houses in which they eat it. “ They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs. ” Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water but
roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. '’ You
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains
until the morning you shall burn with fire. ] '' This is how you shall



eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in
your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of
the LORD. '“ T will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I
will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to
animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am
the LORD. " The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where
you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

1““This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall
celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”
P: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of
the LORD. (Ps. 116:13)
'T love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
*for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
' How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
5 T will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD. R
“T will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
'“Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.



'“O LoRD, truly I am your servant;

I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have
freed me from my bonds.

T will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.

ST will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,

"in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. R

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate
fellowship with Christ and with one another because it involves his
body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful
participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death
until he comes in the future.

**For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of

bread, ** and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is
my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” * In the
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” “° For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

P: Word of God, Word of Life

C. Thanks be to God



Please stand as you are able
Gospel Acclamation
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another just as |
have loved you. (John 13:34)

P. The Gospel according to John, the 13th Chapter
C. Glory to you, O Lord

Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31B-35

The story of the last supper in John's gospel recalls a remarkable
event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a
slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the
same for one other.

'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father.
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. ? The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son
of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper ° Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was going to God, * got up from
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.
> Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. ° He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?” ’ Jesus answered, “You do not
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

® Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”

? Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!”



10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are
clean, though not all of you.” ' For he knew who was to betray
him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had
returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have
done to you? " You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right,
for that is what I am. ' So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. '° For
I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done
to you. '®Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.
71f you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

316 “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. ** If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. ** Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me;
and as [ said to the Jews so now, I say to you, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come.” **1 give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love
one another. ** By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord
C. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Father Stephen Day

Hymn of the Day: ELW#47 Let Us Break Bread
Together on Our Knees



Prayers of Intercession

On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one
another, let us bring our prayers before the One whose love knows
no bounds.

A brief silence.

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us
from pride and self-centeredness, and teach us to love one another as
you have loved us. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to
care for all you have made and conserve the rich diversity of your
good creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice
and peace. Where they wield power unjustly, confront them. Where
they are indifferent to suffering, awaken their conscience. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity,
comfort the grieving, and relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who
suffer especially Barb, Kay, Rob, Lyle, Lisa & Lindsey, Pastor Kim
& Terri, Eva, Josh, Joyce, Howard & Donna. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith,
and for all who gather around your table of grace. Unite us in love
for you and for one another. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



God, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses who now rest
from their labors. At the last, gather us with them at your heavenly
banquet. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will
strengthen us by your Spirit to love one another as Christ has loved
us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Peace
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Share a sign of peace with your neighbor.

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

10



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

Y ou gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

12



N

i n i I I
|7 A 1 1 I I
{lm Il % l

TTe

I I — —
o

Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

I Q Po— — — Po— = Py | T r S ]
ZA 5 1 1 P 2 R | I T I 1 | I | | BT 1 P ] ) 1|
I-@a—d—l—d—"—l—d—dd = Tt 1] — —
us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
8] i
|4 y I I | Il I I 1 ]
A5 . 1 I I 1 1 y 2]
1 I 1 | E | e 11
I'@ﬁj o L 77 77 VS | | T BB 3 | I I
ry) * e ——— 1 1 1 1 I
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the

I Y 4 n
| I I =1 { E |
I 1 | e | [ |

0 .
VA 4 I I I n 1
o e e e S e e
| - | | - [\/ { I
grant

[y o ____©@ B e —-
sin of the world; us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution The Body of Christ given for you

The Blood of Christ shed for you

Communion Hymn  ELW#348 Stay With Me
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Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

C: Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with
the saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May
this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the
fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Stripping of the Altar

After communion, the service will conclude with the stripping
of the altar. Following the prayer after communion, the
sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners,
and books are removed from the worship space.

All depart in silence.

14



All Are Welcome

Christian community should be a place of absolute welcome. Christ has
welcomed us, whoever we are. Because of this, we at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church are glad to welcome you. None of the distinctions that seem to
divide our world apply here!
We welcome you if you are:

young, old or in between;

white, black, native, Hispanic, or whatever your ancestry;
*  married, single, divorced, a single parent, or whatever your

family of choice;

rich, poor, middle class, employed or unemployed;
*  alifelong Christian, just now seeking faith, or not really sure;
straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, questioning, or any

other identity;

healthy of mind and body, living with mental illness, disabled or sick;
struggling with addiction, in recovery, or if you love those who are;
liberal, conservative, or ambivalent;
homeless, a former convict, or in any way someone longing for
acceptance.
At Bethlehem, we offer safety, love and the ministry of Word and
Sacrament to everyone who seeks it. Come and be part of this welcome, as
an equal, as a free and beloved child of God!

*

* % k¥

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
40 10th Street West
Billings, Mt 59102
Office: (406) 248-6427
bethlehembillings@gmail.com
Web: bethlehembillings.com
Facebook: BethlehemBillings




