SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL AND 7
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCHES Am| =m0
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 11 ‘: §O
SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST — PROPER 9

Processional Hymn: ELW #887 — This is my song
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1 This is my song, O God of all the na- tions,
2 My coun - try’s skies are blu-er than the o - cean,
3 This is my prayet, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for lands a - far and mine.
and sun - light beams on clo - ver-leaf and pine.
your king - dom come; on earth your will be done.
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This is my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have sun-light too, and clo - ver,
O  God, be lift - ed up till all shall serveyou,
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here are my hopes, my dreams, my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev - 'ty - where as blue as  mine.
and hearts u - nit - ed learn to live as  one.
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but oth - er hearts in oth - er lands are beat-ing
So hear my song, O God of all the na-tions,
So hear my prayer, O God of all the na-tions;
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of  peace for  their land and for mine.
my - self 1 give you; let your will be done.

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3

Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957

Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company, st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Outside USA: Music © Breitkopt & Hirtel, Wiesbaden.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secvets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lovd. Amen.
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peace to his peo-ple on earth. 2.Lord God, heaven -ly
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King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we wor - ship you, we
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give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry. 3.Lord Je - sus
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Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God, 4.you
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take a - way the sin  of the world: have mer - cy
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on wus; b.you are seat - ed at the  right hand of the Fa-ther: re -
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ceive  our prayer. 6.For  you a-lone are the Ho -ly One,
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you a-lone are the Lord, 7.you a - lone are the Most
5o e N T N
A\NV. (7] L4 I \P VA I I I 1 I 1 7 ]
a T L4 T | T T r
High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spi - rit, in the
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glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.

Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.



O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor:
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart,
and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God
A Reading from the Book of Zechariah (9:9 — 12),
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 145:8-15
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *

slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 The Lord is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.

10 All your works praise you, O Lord, *

and your faithful servants bless you.



11 They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;

12 That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.

14 The Lord is faithful in all his words *

and merciful in all his deeds.

1) The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans (7:15 - 25a),

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing
I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God



Sequence Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing #101 - Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling
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1. Soft - ly and ten - der - ly Je - sus is call - ing,
2. Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead - ing,
3. Time is now fleet - ing, the mo - ments are pass - ing,
4. Oh! For the won - der - ful love He has prom -ised,
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. Call - ing for you and for me; See, on the por - tals He’s
. Plead-ing for you and for me?____ Why should we lin - ger and

Shad - ows are gath - er - ing,
Though we have sinned, He has
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3. Pass - ing for you and for me;
4. Prom-ised for you and for me;
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1. wait - ing and watch -ing, Watch-ing for you and for me.
2. heed not His mer - cies, Mer - cies for you and for me?
3. death beds are com - ing, Com - ing for you and for  me.
4, mer - cy and par - don, Par - don for you and for me.
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Come home, come home,
Come home, come home,
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Ye who are wea-ry, come home! Ear - nest-ly, ten -der - ly,
o) ~ ~
b Jb. ! — — i I —— I }
| +— E | ——e e
. P I
T e L4 ™3 -
N———
Je - sus is call-ing, Call-ing, O sin-ner, come home!_____

Words: Will L. Thompson (1847-1909). Music: Will L. Thompson.

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]

Priest 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:16 - 19, 25 - 30)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in
the marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’



For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of

tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except

the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Chyist
Sermon

The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through Him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
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He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form III [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.



Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to shave in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Stlence

Within our parish family, we pray for Doug and Nick; Dennis; Barb; Howard and Donna;
Joyce; Kay; Laura; Lyle, Lisa, and Lindsey; Pastor Kim and Terri, Eva, and Josh; and
Sylvia and family. We also pray for the staft and community members of Saint John’s United.

Prayer In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work

together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions

Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance

and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for

you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen.

For the Nation

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in
treedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of
forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may
obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Chrest,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.



Offertory Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing #137 - Just as I am, without one plea (v. 1-3)
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1. Just—__ as I am, with - ouf one plea, But
2. Just____ as 1 am, though tossed__ a - bout With
3. Just—__ as | am, poor, wretch - ed, blind; Sight
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Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871). Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868).

Anthem
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| heaven - ly host:  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - Iy Ghost.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you ate able]
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in

your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to

you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a

perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

11



On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
Amnd forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Jor ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread — Fraction Anthem

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

God bless you with reckless hope, that in the shadow of deep despair you may be a spark of
light.

God bless you with radical peace, that in the tempest of chaos you may be an island of calm.
God bless you with ridiculous faith, that in the storm of certitude you may be a shore of truth.
God bless you with relentless joy, that in the discord of hate you may be a song of Love.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and

remain with you always. Amen.

Blessing courtesy of Bishop Deon K. Johnson of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri
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Closing Hymn — Hymmnal 1982 #482 — Lord of all hopefulness
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - li - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the Ilathe,
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace,
whose voice is con - tent- ment, whose pres - ence is balm,
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our lab - ors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom-ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953). By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The
Church Hymnary,1927; harm. Hymnal 1982.

Celebrant
People
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Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.




Office and Mailing Address:
40 Tenth Street West
Billings, Montana 59102
Oftice Phone: (406) 248 - 6427
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using riesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116

- ’ Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
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