SAINT STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL AND
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCHES
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST — PROPER 19

Processional Hymn: Wonder, Love, and Praise #795 - Come now, O Prince of Peace
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1. Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one bod - vy,
2. Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - vy,
3. Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior,
4. Come, Hope of U - ni - ty, make us  one bod - vy,
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come, O Lord Je sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
come, O Lord Je sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
come, O Lord Je sus, rec - on - cile all na - tions.
come, O Lord Je sus, rec - on - cile all na - tions.
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Words: Geonyong Lee; para. Marion Pope, alt. Music: O-so-so, Geonyong Lee.

Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secvets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God, 4.you
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Word of God

A Reading from the Book of Genesis (50:15 — 21),

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I
in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 103:8 - 13
8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *

slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
50 is his mercy great upon those who fear him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, *

so far has he removed our sins from us.

13 As a father caves for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.



A Reading from the Letter to the Romans (14:1 — 12),

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the

Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let
all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor
of the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God;
while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the
dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God



Sequence Hymn: Hymmnal 1982 #470 - There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in  God’s mer - cy like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is no place where earth’s sor-rows are more felt than up in heaven;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sure of the mind;
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and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der- ful - ly kind.
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there is mer - cy with the Sa - vior; there is heal - ing in his blood.
there is joy for all the mem-bers in the sor - rows of the Head.
and our life would be thanks - giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Words: Frederick William Faber (1814-1863), alt. Music: Beecher, John Zundel (1815-1882), alt.

[Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel]

Priest 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (18:21 - 35)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but,

I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
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debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly

Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from

your heart.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Prazise to you, Lord Chyist
Sermon

The Nicene Creed (from Enriching Our Worship) [Please stand, as you are able]
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
was tncarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Ptlate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son ts worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form VI [The people may be seated]
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world,;

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who mznister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean and Yehiel our Presiding Bishops, and Marty and Ben our Bishops; and for all
bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in God’s Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The Pegple may add their own petitions



Within our parish family, we pray for Brian, Gary, Cindy, Doug and Nick; Dennis; Barb;
Howard and Donna; Joyce’s family; Laura; Lyle, Lisa, and Lindsey; and Pastor Kim
and Terri, Eva, and Josh; and Joan Heser. We also pray for the staff and community

members of Saint John’s United.

Prayer In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
tor justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work

together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions

Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with
your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance

and amendment of life according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any
are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember
those who work in these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them
from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for

you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

The Pegple may add their own petitions

Lotd, let your loving-kindness be upon them,;
Who put theer trust in you.



We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in_ your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Sperit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lovd. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace

Al stand. The Celebrant says to the people [Please stand, as you are able]
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.



Offertory Hymn: Wonder, Love, and Praise #825 — Bless the Lord, O my soul (x2)
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Bless the Lord my  soul and bless God’s ho - ly name.

A/~
o EF’ N o) . o #g
rs J A et w. H'I 7 I 1 I Py |
Y, % e T Jle t e e s -7
LA 3 I T 14 1 I 1 | T |
r T T
N |
17 | \ I I I 1 I Il |
65— et
J A roe
Bless the Lord my  soul, Who leads me in - to life.

he- J\ o)
— e ]
L4 (I T r I I | I | i |

NG
R gl
D!

Words: Psalm 103. Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994).

Anthem
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-15617?)
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HoLy COMMUNION - Eucharistic Prayer A [Please stand, as you ate able]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit, you have made us a
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when He had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Chyist has died.

Chyist ts risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and

thanksgiving. Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctity them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us thes day our daily bread.
Amnd forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread — Fraction Anthem

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Celebrant then says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Communion in one kind (the bread or the wine) is just as valid as communion in both kinds.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead of recezving communion, simply come forward with your arms crossed.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Post-Communion Prayer [People may stand or kneel]
Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lovd.

To Him, to you, and to the Holy Sperit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

God bless you with reckless hope, that in the shadow of deep despair you may be a spark of
light.

God bless you with radical peace, that in the tempest of chaos you may be an island of calm.
God bless you with ridiculous faith, that in the storm of certitude you may be a shore of truth.
God bless you with relentless joy, that in the discord of hate you may be a song of Love.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and

remain with you always. Amen.

Blessing courtesy of Bishop Deon K. Johnson of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri
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Closing Hymn — Hymmnal 1982 #690 — Guide me, O thou great Jehovah

Celebrant
People
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Words: William Williams (1717-1791); tr. Peter Williams (1722-1796), alt. Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932).

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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‘T/ye Unforgiving Servant” by JESUS MAFA, 7973

Office and Mailing Address:
40 Tenth Street West
Billings, Montana 59102
Oftice Phone: (400) 248 - 6427
Email: ststephensmt@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at ststephensbillings.org
All hymns used under license using ritesong from Church Publishing, Inc. CCLI License #1370116

‘ Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana
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